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BURMA 


GOVERNMENT FORCES MASS TO ATTACK KARENS 
BK240745 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 24 Mar 84 p 20 


[Text] Mae Sot Jak--Tension remained high last night as Burmese troops beefed 
up positions with two more battalions south of the besieged Karen camp of 
Maw Po Kay, across the Moei River in Tha Song Yang District. 


The troop build-up is directly opposite the area where a crack company of Burmese 
commandos intruded into Thailand on March 12 in an attempt to surprise the rebels 
from the rear. 


The incursion at Ban Mae Tan flared into a fierce battle with two Thai Border 
Patrol policemen being killed and several injured. 


Field military sources said the two battalions moved into position during the 
past two to three days, adding that Thai troops were prepared and on a 24-hour 
alert. 


The sources said that although the Burmese troops were not carrying any heavy 
weapons or artillery, the move has heightened fears that another incursion was 
imminent. 


The Burmese Government earlier promised that no more intrusions would occur in 
their current offensive against the Karens. 


It was also reported that Third Army Third Division compander Maj-Gen Siri 
Phiwaphan arrived at Ban Mae Tan last night to monitor the situation, following 
heavy fighting on Thursday, when several Burmese shcils landed on Thai soil. No 
injuries or damage was reported. 


Civilian-Police-Military 34 commander Col Yuthana Rupkhachon told the BANGKOK POST: 
"We suffered no damage so we did not ietaliate." 


He added that Thai forces have told Burmese troops stationed at Mywaddy that 


they would retaliate if more shells fell on Thai soil causing injuries and 
damage. 


CSO: 4200/633 








BURMA 


BRIEFS 


ATTACKS BY INSURGENT GROUPS—Combat news: On 3 March, a people's army wit inter- 
cepted and attacked the 3d Company from the military government's mercenary 

74th Infantry Regiment between (Pala) and (Taungla) in Sawlaw township, located 
northeast of Myitkyina. The attack killed six enemy soldiers and wounded five 
others. Two G-3's, 1 G-4, nearly 600 rounds of ammunition, and some military 
equipment were seized from the enemy. ‘ombat news from the Kachin Independence 
Army [KIA]: On 28 February, the KIA raided the town of Hkamti in Sagaing Division 
where the mercenary 52d Infantry Division is stationed. The KIA was able to cap- 
ture the police station and other offices. Over 30 enemy were killed and over 

50 taken prisoner. Over 60 weapons and over 1 million kyat were seized from the 
enemy. Combat news from the combined unit of the Shan State Army [SSA] and 
Palaung State Liberation Organization [PSLO]: A combined unit of the SSA and the 
PSLM attacked (Zetonghon-lelu) camp of the mercenary military government's 
mercenary 23d Infantry Regiment in Namsan Township, killing and wounding over 

20 enemy soldiers. [Text] [BK240849 (Clandestine) Voice of the People of Burma 

in Burmese 0030 GMT 24 Mar 84] 


RECUITING DRIVE TO FIGHT KARENS--Mae Sot, Tak--Burma has launched a recruiting 
drive to form a 1,000-strong special military unit to wipe out Karen rebels, the 
BANGKOK POST was told yesterday. Sources said recruits would be sent to Myawaddy 
for special training before joining forces trying to overrun the Karen's Special 
101 Battalion camped opposite this border town. The recruits--who must be 
members of the Burmese Socialist Progranme Party--would be familiarised with 
terrain of the rebel country and Karen tactics. The 101 Battalion camp is con- 
sidered the most important rebel stronghold as it also serves as a support base 
for forces at the besieged rebel base opposite Tha Song Yang. In a bid to attract 
recruits, Rangoon has offered each volunteer 300 kyats, a sack of rice for every 
major operation and discount travel. [Text] [BK260149 Bangkok BANGKOK POST 

in English 26 Mar 84 p 3] 
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INDONESIA 


MURDANI URGES END TO ETHNIC CHINESE LABELS 
BK231002 Hong Kong AFP in English 0911 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Jakarta, 23 Mar (AFP)--Indonesian Armed Forces Commander General Benni 
Murdani has urged elimination of any distinction between ethnic Chinese and 
indigenous businessmen, saying it could pose a “serious obstacle” to national 
unity. 


Press reports here today said that General Murdani, Indonesia's number two leader 
after President Suharto, made his remarks yesterday to a meeting of entrepreneurs 
discussing the fourth five-year development plan which starts April 1. Feelings 
against the ethnic Chinese, which number three million to six million of 
Indonesia's 150 million people, are said to have their roots in the alleged 
Chinese-dominated economy here. 





General Murdani told the audience, which included Minister Coordinator for 
Economics, Finance and Industry Ali Wardhana as well as two ethnic Chinese 
tycoons, that Indonesian businessmen should have the courage to wipe out 
references to “indigenous” and "non-indigenous." 


The term “non-indigenous" is (?used) to describe Indonesians of foreign extraction. 
But in economic matters it has a negative connotation which refers almost exclusive- 
ly to the ethnic Chinese. 


Anti-Chinese riots have flared up periodically in Indonesia, with the most serious 
erupting in central Java in 1980, when scores of people were reportedly killed. 


Other than the use of the term "non-indigenous," there is no real discrimination 
against the ethnic Chinese in Indonesia. A presidential decree issued a few 
years ago provided that priority be given to “weak economic groups” in government 
contracts and supplies. But the implementation of the decree, which did not 
mention the Chinese, has been difficult. 


General Murdani added that the disappearance of the term would be meaningless if not 
followed by “concrete measures to reach national unity," according to the daily 
KOMPAS. 











The armed forces commander further warmed against corruption and spoke of the 
role that entrepreneurs were playing in the country's stability. He stressed 
that all funds should be channeled into development efforts. "Not a cent 
should be allowed to fall into the hands of elements opposing or obstructing 
national development,” he added. 


Mr. Wardhana expressed the hope that large entreprensurs would help the government 
to increase the capabilities of small and medium-size enterprises. 
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CALL TO TIGHTEN CONTROL OVER BROADCAST MATERIAL 


BK241023 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 0700 GMT 24 Mar 84 


(Text ] The information minister has instructed the Radio Broadcast Development 
Board in charge of all non-RRI [Radio Republik Indonesia] radio stations through- 
out Indonesia to continue enhancing national vigilance against all forms of radio 
broadcast which are incompatible with government politics, particularly in the 
field of information. 


The instruction was issued by the information minister today in connection with 
the case of the Children of God. He also instructed the board to consistently 

pay attention to the content and quality of broadcasts which should be conducive 

to the success of national development. He recommended that all forms of materials 
broadcast directly or indirectly related to the Children of God and other banned 
teachings be investigated and reported to the municipal offices of the information 
department. All chiefs of the local offices of the information department are 
instructed to report and submit such broadcast materials to the provincial 
prosecution offices. Such broadcast materials must be submitted to the respective 
regional offices of the information department by 1 April 1984 at the latest. 


In his letter of instruction, copies of which have been sent to the attorney 
general of the Republic of Indonesia and all governors throughout the country, 
the information minister also asks the Radio Braodcast Development Board to 
consistently pay attention to and implement regulations on radio broadcasiing, 
especially government regulation No 55/1970 on nongovernmental radio broadcasting 
and the letter of decision of the information minister on general guidelines 

for radio broadcasting. The information minister's instruction was issued in 
support of the implementation of the attorney general's 1984 decision prohibiting 
circulation of all materials related to the faith calling itself the Children of 
God and other banned teachings. 


CSO: 4213/191 








INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


OIL, GAS RESERVES DISCOVERY--Pertamina has struck an oil and gas reserve in the 
northern part of west Java. A spokesman of the company said the discovery was 
made by an exploratory well about 50 km west of Jatibarang. The well spills 
out oil at a rate of about 1,300 barrels and 10 million cubic feet of gas per 
day. Pertamina is to continue its exploratory drilling in order to determine 
the entire volume of the oil and gas reserves. Meanwhile, three new oil fields 
in central Sumatera operated by Caltex Pacific Indonesia have started producing. 
A total of 24 wells are turning out some 42,000 barrels of crude per day. 
[Summary] [Jakarta International Service in English 0800 GMT 18 Mar 84 BK] 


MULTIPURPOSE ATOMIC REACTOR--Construction of Indonesia's multipurpose atomic 
reactor with a thermal capacity of 30 megawatts began Tuesday at Serpong, a 
west Java town, situated about 25 km west of Jakarta. The start was marked 

by the foundry of the first concrete slab of the reactor's base within the 
complex at Puspitek of the Center for Scientific and Technological Research. 
Designed by the West German firm, Interatom, the reactor is scheduled for 
completion at the end of 1986. The Batan--the National Atomic Energy Agency-- 
director general, (Karli Ahimsa), said after the ceremony that with the reactor's 
completion Indonesia would be entering the era of nuclear industry. The reactor 
would be used to test nuclear fission elements and produce radioisotopes needed 
in medicine and industry. It would also have facilities to conduct research in 
physics, chemistry, and biology in addition to equipments to train people in 
nuclear technology and auxiliary laboratory. [Text] [BK220549 Jakarta Inter- 
national Service in English 0800 GMT 21 Mar 84 BK] 


ASEAN, SRV HOSTILITY DENLED--Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja has said that 
Indonesia welcomes the idea of making Bandung the place for an international 
conference to solve the Kampuchean problem. The idea was put forward by Prime 
Minister of the Democratic Republic of Kampuchea [as heard] Son Sann during 

his visit to Indonesia recently. Speaking to newsmen in Surabaya, East Java, 
yesterday, Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja said that the ASEAN countries’ 
attitude in connection with the Kampuchean problem was trying to bring the 
conflicting parties to the negotiating table. ASEAN, the minister added, is also 
trying to materialize the principles of peaceful coexistence among countries in 
this region. Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja stressed that ASEAN did not adopt 

a hostile attitude toward Vietnam in facing the Kampuchean problem. [Text] 
[BK240845 Jakarta International Service in English 0100 GMT 24 Mar 84] 

















NO COMMENT ON AIR INCURSION--Jakarta, 28 Mar (AFP)--Indonesian officials remained 
tightlipped today on a reported incursion by two iets over Papua New Guinea 
curing manoeuvres by Jakarta's forces in the frontier province of Irian Jaya. 

The information minister said the issue was not brought up at a Council of 
Ministers meeting attended by President Suharto today. Both the Indonesian 
Foreign Ministry and an armed fo.ces spokesman offered no comment on the matter, 
while only one newspaper ran the story. [Excerpt] [BK281350 Hong Kong AFP 

in English 1323 GMT 28 Mar 84] 


FIVE-YEAR PLAN DECREE SIGNED--President Suharto signed presidential decree 

No 21/1984 on the 4th 5-Year Development Plan at Bogor Palace this morning. 
The signing was witnessed by parliamentary leaders and Development IV cabinet 
ministers. Later, the president opened an upgrading course for Pancasila 
education instructors. [Text] [BK190903 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
0700 GMT 19 Mar 84] 


IRIAN JAYA'S TRANSMIGRANT TARGET--Irian Jaya in 1984-85 will be targeted to 
resettle some 15,000 transmigrant families. This was stated by Transmigration 
Minister Martono when he received (Raja Robati Haji Ibrahim Bao) who conveyed 
the Irian Jaya people's desire to take part in various transmigration activities. 
He urged the minister to assign people from Irian Jaya at transmigration offices. 
[Summary] [Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 1500 GMT 20 Mar 84 BK] 


PNG, CHILEAN, CSSR AMBASSAJARS--President Suharto received credentials from the 
PNG ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Indonesia, (Brian Amini), 

at Merdeka Palace this morning. President Suharto also this morning received 
credentials from the ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Republic 
of Chile to Indonesia, (Thomas Amenabar Pelgara), and from CSSR Ambassador 
Richard Kral. [Excerpts] [BK251436 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 

0700 GMT 24 Mar 84 BK] 
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KAMPUCHEA 


SIHANOUK, SON SANN MEET ON MILITARY COOPERATION 
BK230755 Hong Kong AFP in English 0710 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Bangkok, March 23 (AFP)--Prince Norodom Sihanouk, president of the 
anti-Vietnamese Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea, and his Prime 
Minister Son Sann met yesterday and apparently reached an understanding on 
closer cooperation between their forces, Cambodian sources said. No further 
details were immediately available on the content of the meeting, held at 
the prince's temporary residence south of Bangkok. Mr Son Sann, who heads 
the non-communist Khmer People's National Liberation Front (KPNLF), was at 
his military headquarters today opposite Ban Sang-nae, on the Thai-Cambodian 
border. 


Prince Sihanouk has proposed setting up a joint military command linking 
his guerrilla army of about 5,000 men with the KPNLF Army, which fields about 
12,000 irregulars. 


The Hanoi-ousted Khmer Rouge, the other factionin the three-sided CGDK resis- 
tance alliance, fields more than 30,000 battle-hardened troops, according 
to official U.S. estimates. 


All three groups are armed by China, though the Khmer Rouge alone appear 
to have weapons stockpiled. 


Prince Sihanouk said on Tuesday he was prepared to allow the KPNLF chief 
of general staff, Gen Sak Suthsakhan, to head any future joint command. 
The prince, who was speaking after a protocol function in the ceremonial 
headquarters of the Khmer Rouge, said the matter was henceforth "up to Son 
Sann." 


Khmer Rouge leaders have so far declined comment on the proposed non-communist 
joint command, which would be a step toward balancing off the former Pol 
Pot regime after an eventual Vietnamese withdrawal. 
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KAMPUCHEA 


ASEAN SUPPORT FOR SIHANOUK PROPOSAL DISCUSSED 
BK230212 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] ASEAN appears to have thrown its support behind a plan by Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk to include the Heng Samrin regime in an all-Kampuchean 
"conciliation group" to search for peace in that country. 


Indonesian Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja said in Singapore that 
ASEAN supports such a move and that he had already told Vietnamese Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach of the Sihanouk plan. 


Their Singaporean counterpart, Suppiah Dhanabalan, put it another way. He 
told reporters that ASEAN would not dictate to the Kampucheans on who would 
participate in the reconciliation group proposed by Prince Sihanouk. 


"It's not for us to decide. We have no right to tell Kampucheans who should 
or should not participate," he said. 


In recent days, Prince Sihanouk has tried to whip up new support for inclu- 
sion of members of the Heng Samrin regime in any Khmer body trying to end 
the war. 


The plan itself is not new, but had been largely ignored until last week, 
when Mr Thach demanded in Australia that the Khmer Rouge be "eliminated" 
before any peace talks are undertaken. 


Prince Sihanouk and his coalition partners--Prime Minister Son Sann and the 
Khmer Rouge--rejected Mr Thach's demand, but the prince countered with his 
call for an all-Kampuchean reconciliation group including the Phnom Penh 
administration. 


The prince has specifically asked for--and received--support for the plan 
from his followers in Canada and the United States, according to a spokesman 
for his political group known as FUNCINPEC. [National United Front for an 
Independent, Neutral, Peaceful, and Cooperative Cambodia] 


ASEAN and most other countries of the world have refused all diplomatic con- 
tact with Phnom Penh since the Vietnamese invasion. Thailand has ignored 
calls from Heng Samrin for discussions between Red Cross officials of the 
two countries. 











But officials in Bangkok pointed out yesterday that no ASEAN member has ever 
opposed inclusion of Heng Samrin officials in peace talks, whether they are 


only among Kampuchean groups or wider. 


Dr Mokhtar's Singapore statement of support for the prince's plan followed 
his talks in rapid succession with Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila, 
Malaysian Foreign Minister Ghazali Shafie and Mr Dhanabalan. 


Observers believed Dr Mokhtar would not have spoken of ASEAN assent for the 
plan without the go-ahead from other member nations. 


"A proposal along the lines of Prince Sihanouk's idea that a reconciliation 
Kampuchean faction include Heng Samrin would go a long way toward meeting 
Vietnam's security concern," Dr Mokhtar said. 


He did not spell out the composition of the proposed reconciliation group 


but said it was "tentative" becuase ASEAN first wanted a positive response 
from Vietnam. 
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KAMPUCHEA 


AFP INTERVIEWS RELATIVE OF POL POT 20 MARCH 
BK211219 Hong Kong AFP in English 1139 GMT 21 Mar 84 


{[Text] Phum Thmei, Cambodia, March 21 (AFP)--Ex-Khmer Rouge Premier Pol 
Pot, though officially stripped of all his political posts, continues to 
monitor Cambodian diplomatic maneuvering, his sister-in-law, Khieu Thirith 
has said. 


In an interview with AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE here yesterday, Mrs Khieu said 
Pol Pot, variously reported to be 55 to 58 years old, had always been "a 
political man" and therefore remained on. 


Pol Pot ceased being Khmer Rouge premier in December 1979, officially to 
concentrate on commanding the guerrilla army battling to drive Vietnamese 
troops from Cambodia. Since then, he has not made any public appearances, 
nor have any statements been published in his name. According to diplomats 
here from both socialist and Western countries, this eclipse is part of the 
Khmer Rouge effort to divert attention from their bloody, 44-month-long rule 
in Phnom Penh. 


Pressed for details, Mrs Khieu, who is also known as Leng Thirith, indicated 

Pol Pot, however was following political and diplomatic developments closely. 
Even the job of army commander-in-chief, she said, had political implications 
"in times like these." 


A Marxist whose real name is Saloth Sar, Pol Pot headed the Communist Party 
of Kampuchea from 1963 until it was officially disbanded, effective December 
1981. 


Both Prince Norodom Sihanouk and nationalist leader Son Sann, partners in 
an anti-Vietnamese coalition with the Khmer Rouge, have indicated they believe 
he still wields ultimate power. 


Mrs Khieu, herself a former minister of social action, may be the third- 
ranking figure in the Khmer Rouge organization, Prince Sihanouk has said. 
She is the wife of ex-deputy premier lIeng Sary, said by the prince to be 
the No. two man after Pol Pot. 


1l 








In an interview published in Bangkok on June 30, 1982, Prince Sihanouk said 
Khieu Samphan, who replaced Pol Pot as premier, may be the fourth-ranking 


leader. 


Pol Pot is married to Mrs Khieu's sister, Khieu Ponnary. 
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BRIEFS 


POLISH CULTURAL DELEGATION'S ARRIVAL--Vientiane, 20 Mar (OANA/KPL)--A cultural 
and fine arts delegation of the Polish People's Republic headed by its 
minister Prof Kazimierz Zygulski, yesterday, arrived here for an official 
visit at the invitation of the Lao Ministry of Culture. Among those to wel- 
come the delegation at the airport were Thongsing Thammavong, minister for 
culture, and the Polish ambassador, Jozef Puta. [Text] [BK210649 Vientiane 
KPL in English 0909 GMT 20 Mar 84 BK] 


WOMEN'S DELEGATION ARRIVE--Vientiane, 20 Mar (OANA/KPL)--Foreign delegations 
to attend the first nationwide women's congress, yesterday, started to arrive 
here. Among those arrived yesterday were delegations from the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam headed by Nguyen Thi Dinh, from Kampuchea headed by Mean 
Saman, from the Mongolian People's Republic headed by Khemecleck and from 
India headed by Man Mohini [name as received]. [Text] [BK210649 Vientiane 
KPL in English 0918 GMT 20 Mar 84 BK] 


SOUPHANOUVONG MEETS DEPARTING AUSTRALIAN ENVOY--Vientiane, 22 Mar (OANA/KPL)-- 
The ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of Australia, Philip 
Frederick Peters, who completes his diplomatic term in Laos, on March 21, 
called on Souphanouvong, president of the republic and of the People's 
Supreme Assembly at the Presidential Palace to bid farewell to the Lao presi- 
dent. The Lao president, on this occasion, congratulated the ambassador 

for having successfully accomplished his mission in Lao and thanked the 
ambassador for having greatly contributed to the strengthening of the rela- 
tions of friendship between Laos and Australia. He also wished the Australian 
ambassador new and still greater success in carrying out his new mission 

and a good trip. Ambassador P.F. Peters was accredited in Laos since August 
1981. [Text] [BK221034 Vientiane KPL in English 0917 GMT 22 Mar 84] 


WOMEN'S DELEGATIONS DEPART--Vientiane, 26 Mar (OANA-KPL)--The women delega- 
tions of Vietnam and Kampuchea, which attended the first nation-wide congress 
of the Lao Women's Union [LWU] held here from March 21 to 23, left Vientiane 
on March 26. Earlier on March 24, the delegations of Mongolia, Hungary, 

the GDR, the International Federation of Democratic Women and of India left 
here after having visited the Lao northern Luang Prabang Province. The 
Vietnamese delegation was led by Nguyen Thi Dinh, member of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam CC and president of the Vietnamese Women's Union, and that 
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of Kampuchea wac led by Mean Saman, president of the Kampuchean revolutionary 
women. The delegations were seen off at the airport by Khampheng Boupha, 

and Phetsamons Lasasimma, both members of the LPRP CC and respectively 
president and vi~e-president of the LWU and other cadres of the LWU. [Text] 
[BK271101 Vientiane KPL in English 0906 GMT 26 Mar 84 BK] 


CSO: 4200/643 
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COMBAT VICTORIES BY LIBERATION ARMY 


BK251503 (Clandestine) Yoice of the People of Malaysia in Malay 1230 GMT 
23 Mar 84 


[Summary] The Malayan People’s Liberation Army [MPLA] operating along the 
Malaysian-Thai border has defeated enemy attacks and become stronger in the 
struggle against the enemy's encircle-and-destroy campaign. "According to 
Statistics, in 1983, there were 15 armed clashes and many mines were detonated 
in various places, killing and wounding many enemy soldiers. In these clashes 
and military operations, including mine warfare, our troops annihilated more than 
240 enemy soldiers, seized three rifles and a quantity of military supplies." 


The enemy troops who came to disrupt our bases were dealt heavy blows by our 
troops. "On 5 January, the enemy launched a sneak attack on a unit of our army 
at a temporary camp in a rubber plantation near a village in the north Perak-Thai 
border area after obtaining information from an enem, agent. However, our 
comrades fought back strongly from an advantageous position. The enemy became 
disorderly and in this defensive encounter our troops killed two enemy soldiers 
and wounded seven others." 


In March, the Thai military authorities launched the so-called Naga-15 encircle- 
and-destroy campaign against our revolutionary bases in northeast and east Kedah 
bordering on Thailand. "On 14 March, the Thai military authorities deployed a 
major force along the northeast Kedah-Thai border. During the first phase of the 
operation, which lasted for 10 days, a total of 14 enemy soldiers were killed by 
our mines. During the second phase beginning 24 March, the Thai military launched 
a multipronged attack on several villages and forest areas along the east Kedah- 
Thai border, where our army operated. When launching an attack and trying to 
camp at the edge of the jungle where our enemy operated, the enemy soldiers 
stepped on dozens of our mines and many enemy soldiers were killed or wounded. 

On the morning of 2 April, our combat unit infiltrated our camp which had been 
occupied by the enemy, tossed two hand grenades at enemy soldiers who were 

sound asleep, killing and wounding many of them. The next day the enemy soldiers 
hurriedly moved out of the camp." 


During the month-long clashes--from 14 March to 13 April--our troops annihilated 


some 90 enemy soldiers. The Thai military dispatched more troops to the border 
region. 
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"On 1 May, after being airlifted, the enemy troops advanced into the jungle. 
Their advance was slow 2s they had to clear mines planted by our army. On 

the night of 3 May, they arrived at a camp long deserted by our army. Nevertheless, 
the enemy soldiers were not spared bad luck during their advance. On 

8, 12 and 16 May our battle unit launched surprise attacks on the «nemy soldiers 
in and around the camp, killing or wounding a number of them. On 15 and 23 May, 
our troops launched a sneak attack and ambushed enemy soldiers who were occupying 
our vegetable farm and camp, killing or wounding a number of them. During these 
few days, the enemy also stepped on many mines, including three large mines, and 
some of them were killed or wounded. Due to the defeat and their disadvantageous 
position, loss of lives and serious injuries, the enemy retreated from the jungle 
by the end of May. 


“According to statistics, our comrades operating in that area launched five 
surprise attacks and ambushes. Enemy soldiers stepped on 30 mines killing some 
70 of them. In the middle of May the enemy again attacked the operational area 
of our army in northeast Kedah bordering on Thailand. Our army annihilated 
more than 10 enemy soldiers during a surprise attack and mine warfare. 


“Beginning in July 1982, the Thai military authorities launched a major operation 
against our revolutionary bases along the north Kedah-Thai border and in 1983 

the enemy continued the encircle-and-destroy campaigi.. On 18 May, our troops 
ambushed an enemy force which came to disturb the calm in a village, killing two 
enemy soldiers and wounding some more. 


"On 6 and 7 August the enemy dispatched a main combat unit to a temporary camp of 
our army and another unit to intercept our troops. On the moming of 8 August, 
the main enemy combat unit arrived at the temporary camp after stepping on many 
mines. At that time our army was in a very dangerous position as the enemy came 
in full force and knew our position. They were well armed and their attack was 
on target. However, our commanders and fighters were not alarmed. They fought 
heroically and succeeded in improving their disadvantageous position. After 
breaking the enemy's arrogance, they took the initiative to move out of the 
area. During this defensive battle, our troops annihilated more than 20 enemy 
soldiers, including those who were blown up by mines. Among those who were 
wounded was a lieutenant. In the light of the heroic counterattack by our 
commanders and fighters, the enemy failed in their attack and were forced to 
retreat on 18 November." 


The enemy encircle-and-destroy campaign lasted for 16 months and 8 days. However, 
like other major campaigns, the enemy suffered shameful defeat. 


CSO: 4213/190 
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SPOKESMAN CITES MINISTER ON SRV-SIHANOUK TALKS 


BK271148 Hong Kong AFP in English 1119 GMT 27 Mar 84 


{Text} Kuala Lumpur, 27 Mar (AFP)--Malaysia has yet to see any flexibility 
from Vietnam on Cambodia although Hanoi is reportedly ready to talk to Cambodian 
resistance leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk, an official spokesman said today. 


The spokesman was briefing newsmen on talks today between visiting Finnish Foreign 
Minister Paavo Vayrynen and his Malaysian counterpart, Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie. 


He said that the Finnish foreign minister, who has just visited Hanoi and had talks 
with Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach and other Vietnamese leaders, informed 

Mr Ghazali that “they are prepared to talk to Prince Sihanouk." Mr Ghazali told 
Mr Vayrynen that Malaysia welcomed this as a good move, but added that if the 
Vietnamese were really flexible they should talk to all the other Cambodian 
factions, without omitting any group. 


The Finnish foreign minister also reported that the Vietnamese were not prepared 
to have anything to do with Pol Pot, head of the Khmer Rouge, one wing of the 
tripartite anti-Hanoi resistance coalition led by Prince Sihanouk. 


The spokesman said that in the discussions, Mr Ghazali did not agree that Vietnam 
had shown any flexibility in finding a solution to the Cambodian problem and 
insisted that Hanoi must withdraw its troops from Cambodia before national recon- 
ciliation could take place there. 


Mr Vayrynen denied reports that Finland was ready to play a mediatory role in the 
issue because of its good relations with Moscow, according to the spokesman, 


He said that the visit by the Finnish foreign minister, who had also been to 
China, India and had a brief stopover in Bangkok, was mainly intended to 

promote trade and economic cooperation with Southeast Asia. The spokesman said 
that the joint Finland-Malaysia official level commission set up last year would 
hold its second meeting in Kuala Lumpur soon. 


Mr Vayrynen later met Trade and Industry Minister Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen, who 
told newsmen that Finland was interested in participating in several projects. 
These include setting up a paper and pulp mill, the development of Malaysian 
railways, housing construction and port development. He pointed out that the 
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two-way trade at present was very small, amounting to only 62 million P«laysian 
dollars (about 27 million U.S. dollars) last year. 


An agreement on avoidance of double taxation between Finland and Malaysia to be 


signed tomorrow would eticourage the promotion of Finnish investment in Malaysia, 
Tengku Rithauddeen said. 


CSO: 4200/632 
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MALAYSIA 


BRIEFS 


OFFICIAL WARNS OF COMMUNIST DANGER--The Communist Party of Malaysia,which comprises 
two rival factions of the Communist Party of Malaya [CPM] may launch acts of 
terrorism along the border area of Perlis, Kedah and Perak. This was disclosed 

by the acting inspector general of police, Tan Sri Mohamed Amin Osman. He warned 
that the CPM terrorist wnits may also carry out ambushes and other violent 
activities. Speaking at the parade in conjunction with the police day celebra- 
tions at Bukit Aman in Kuala Lumpur, Tan Sri Mohamed Amin said the communists are 
trying to influence the public to join their outlawed parties. He said the 
formation of the CPM by the Marxist-Leninist and revolutionary groups is actually 
a propaganda effort to show that they are still very much active, although they 
have failed. This development should be viewed seriously as the nation's enemies 
are always looking for weaknesses in the country's defense. Tan Sri Mohamed Amin 
urged the police personnel not to be complacent over the present security situation, 
although it is well under control due to effective efforts carried out by the 
security forces. He said a total of 67 communist terrorists were killed in 
southern Thailand, Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak last year. In addition, 

92 communist supporters were arrested in Selangor, Perak, Pahang, Negeri Sembilan 
and Kuala Lumpur. [Text] [BK251441 Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in English 

1330 GMT 25 Mar 84] 


SUPPORT FOR AFGHAN MUJAHIDIN--Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Mr Kadir Sheikh 
Fadzir told parliament that Malaysia will continue to support and aid the 
Mujahidin fighters and the people of Afghanistan until they free themselves 
from the Soviet Union. He said Malaysia currently is not lacking in giving 
moral, diplomatic, and material support to the Afghan people. Up to this 

point, Malaysia has contributed 650,000 ringgit, including 150,000 ringgit 
through the Organization of Islamic Conference in 1980, Another 226,000 ringgit 
was given in the form of medical supplies last June. [Excerpt] [BK271517 

Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in Malay 0900 GMT 27 Mar 84] 


CSO: 4213/190 
































PHILIPPINES 


DAVAO PAPER LINKS RECENT REFORMS TO IMF DEMANDS 
HK220833 Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 15 Mar 84 pp 10, 12 
("Yellow Bird” colum by Boy Nograles: “The Month After") 


[Text] It is clear that the International Monetary Fund (IMF) would want some 
amount of house-cleaning in the Philippine Government before it injects some of 
its nourishing dollars into our emaciated economy. What has so far remained 
uncertain is the kind and extent of house-cleaning that the IMF requires of its 
distressed borrower. The question has left a vacuum where speculations have 
thrived. 


We are not in a position to know just what the IMF requires as conditions for the 
dollars. We should be. If our leaders were only more candid about the whole 
matter, perhaps they can get enlightening suggestions from the citizenry. They 
cannot have the monopoly of all the brains in the country. Besides, whether or 
not the IMF conditions are an insult to our sovereignty--as our leadership is 
accustomed to say--is a question that affects the sovereign, the citizenry. At 
any rate, it seems wishful thinking to imagine our present leaders telling us 
just what is actually going on. At this stage, we can only resign ourselves to 
a new-found game: guessing the questions instead of the answers. 








One of the first house-cleaning chores that came about was the restoration of 
the vice-presidency. The smoke signals that brought this matter to task per- 
ceptively came from foreign creditors, chiefly, the IMF. The vice-presidency 
Was restored, but the IMF did not release the dollars. Presumably, the 
restoration of the VP was not convincingly stabilizing, for what the IMF got 
was a vice-presidency but no vice-president. 


Then came the question of giving the opposition a sporting chance of winning 
in elections. Perhaps again getting the cue from the dollar provider, the 
KBL (Kilusang Bagong Lipunan] ruling party proposed the elimination of block 
voting and the election of Batasan representatives by district and province. 
They also passed an election bill supposedly to make the election rules 
accommodate the opposition's demands. The opposition, of course, was not 
deluded into thinking that the KBL's gesture was an act of compassion. It was 
known too well that it was taking the IMF's cue. The dollars, then, were 
expected; but nothing came. Apparently, the IMF was not convinced that the 
elections would be fair, not to say honest and clean. 
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Recently, the IMF has come out with a pronouncement that the matter of giving 
more dollars to the Philippine Government will be taken up in June 1984, 

i.e., a month after the Batasan elections. This is seen by some as a move to 
ensure that the government will keep its promise of making the elections fair. 


Whatever the extent of house-cleaning that the IMF requires, its intention is 
only understandable. No one can validly argue against the IMF's right to picotect 
its money and to require sufficient assurance of repayment. Sufficient assurance 
can come only in the form of a stable political set-up. It is thus reasonable 
to suppose that the extent of house-cleaning required is that which affords 
sufficient stability. 


The first step towards political stability is by having leaders who are there by 
the people's will. That scenario is possible only where the elections are clean 
and honest. If the elections should be the beginning of stability, then there 
is a good chance that the national leadership, apprehensive of the month after 
the May elections, will keep its promise of a fair and honest election. Perhaps, 
it's better for us to take that chance instead of blowing it. 


CSO: 4200/631 
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PHILIPPINES 


POLICE VIOLENCE AGAINST VALENZUELA STRIKERS CONDEMNED 
KMU Statement Reported 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 18 Mar 84 p 7 


[Text] The Kilusang Mayo Uno condemned yesterday what it described as the 
“violent and savage" police dispersal of strikers at Interpolymer (Bantex) 
Corp. yesterday in Valenzuela. 


The KMU also dencunced Batas Pambansa 130 and BP 227, specifically the pro- 
vision that empowers the minister of labor to certify strikes that are 
supposedly affecting the "national interest." 


"Through its onerous provisions, BP 130 and BP 227 prove to be designed to 

effect the systematic suppression cf the workers’ right to strike," the KMU said. 
"On top of being inherently suppressive, these laws have emboldened police and 
military elements to harass and intimidate strikers, often viciously." 


In complicnce with the labor ministry's return-to-work order, more than 
400 uniformed and plainclothes policemen and PC-Metrocom elements dispersed 
the picketers and arrested 72 workers, many of them bloodied. 


Reports place the total number of injured workers at 120, including 22 others 
from the Mabuhay Textile Mills who are also on strike and who just came to see 
the situation of their fellow workers at Interpolymer. 


The KMU said: "The police and military interference in the Interpolymer 

strike and the vicious harassment of the strikers is the latest in a series 

of outright attempts to break up picketlines, all in compliance with Minister 
Ople's forcible assumption of jurisdiction over labor disputes and his arbitrary 
return-to-work orders now gaining notoriety among workers." 


Editorial Expresses ‘Public Concern’ 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 18 Mar 84 p 4 
[Editorial: "Police Brutality on Picket Lines") 
[Text] The public is becoming increasingly concerned over the methods being 
used by policemen in the dispersal of pickets in strike-bound companies. So 


many people are getting hurt because of the brusque and offensive methods being 
employed by the police. 
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The other day, policemen armed with guns and truncheons charged a picket line 
established by some 200 workers on strike at a rubber factory in Valenzuela, 
Metro Manila. Some 120 people were injured. It was the third time in the past 
two months or so that such an incident happened. The first was in Novaliches 
when strikers fought back by throwing stones and debris at the charging 
policemen. 


The second was at a strike-bound firm in Balintawak where the policemen also 
used the same strong-handed measures in dispersing the strikers. 


It was apparent from public reaction that many people frowned on the strong- 
arm measures used by the police in dealing with the strikers. In the 
Novaliches incident, the strikers and the onlookers fought back and the police 
retreated. In the strikes in Balintawak and Valenzuela, the strikers locked 
arms and provided a human barricade to prevent other workers from entering 
the compounds of the firms and policemen from dispersing them. As a result, 
the policemen charged the picket lines after the deadline given by the police 
expired. 


What must be borne in mind by the policemen is that the strikers are generally 
and mainly fighting for life itself. They go on strikes because they want 
more salaries and benefits. They may not be right all the time but they 
believe that they are striking and fighting for their very existence. 


It must be admitted that there are some strikes which are infiltrated by 
trouble-makers and instigators. As a result, impossible demands are made by 
the strikers and trouble is generated to create an atmosphere of social unrest. 
In such cases, the policemen and other government agencies should always be 

on the alert. 


The duty of the policemen is to see to it that strikes are held peacefully and 
orderly, and certainly not to charge picket lines using truncheons and guns. 
Such acts can only result in further violence and wounded bodies and feelings. 
By using force, the policemen are fanning violence and bloodshed instead of 
promoting peace and order. 


CSO: 4200/626 
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PHILIPPINES 


JAILED EDITOR SEEKS VOICE IN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
OW280606 Hong Kong AFP in English 0328 GMT 28 Mar 84 


[Text] Manila, 28 Mar (AFP)--A jailed Filipino editor-publisher whose opposition 
tabloid was shut down last September has asked President Ferdinand Marcos to 
allow him to run for parliament in May and campaign “even in leg chains." 


Rommel Corro, now held in a suburban military camp, told Mr Marcos in an open 
letter received here today that his military jailers would not allow him to 
register as a voter in his southem native city so he could run for the national 
assembly. 


"My constitutional right to vote ... is about to be denied," said Mr Corro, whose 
weekly PHILIPPINE TIMES was closed when he was arrested September 29 on the 
strength of an indefinite detention order signed by Mr Marcos. 


Mr Corro, a former senior staff member of the ASSOCIATED PRESS NEWS AGENCY here, 
said he had already been denied his right to cast his ballot in the January 27 
national plebiscite on major constitutional reforms. 


The journalist said he was arrested on sedition charges because of his writings 
on the August 21 assassination of opposition leader Benigno Aquino. 


"The cruellest joke, Mr President, is that while the assassins of Ninoy Aquino ... 
remain free, I continue to languish in jail, physically and financially crippled, 
if not totally disabled," Mr Corro said. 


Mr Corro said he planned to contest the polls because “in prison, I have no 
alternative but to fight back--to stay alive." 


CSO: 4200/631 
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PHILIPPINES 


PRIESTS PROTEST DELAY IN THEIR MURDER TRIAL 
0W231415 Hong Kong AFP in English 1332 GMI 23 Mar 84 


[Excerpt] Bacolod City, the Philippines, 23 Mar (AFP)--Three Roman Catholic 
priests and six lay workers on trial for murder here today strongly protested 
against a new delay in the hearing, announced for "pressing reasons." 


Meanwhile, a National Police captain today said insurgents had been sighted near 
Kabankalan town some 550 kilometers (340 miles) south of Manila, where the nine 
are accused of killing a mayor and four aides in an ambush. 


They and their supporters have strongly denied the charge, saying the Communist 
New People's Army was responsible and they were being framed by the military due 
to their work among poor peasants in their parishes. 


One of the accused, Australian Priest Brian Gore, said today he would ask 
Australian Foreign Minister Bill Hayden to intervene to hasten the trial, which 
attracted worldwide attention when delays stretched preliminary proceedings 

to almost a year. 


President Ferdinand Marcos ordered daily hearings after representations last 
month by Mr. Hayden, who was here for three days. 


Informed that the hearings had been postponed to Thursday and Friday next week 
instead of being held every weekday, Mr. Gore said: "We told our lawyers we do 
not agree," adding he would formally ask Mr. Hayden to make new representations 
with Mr. Marcos. 


Irish priest Nial O'Brien, another accused, said "We never had a five-day a week 
trial yet." 


The six lay leaders threatened not to attend future hearings while the third 
priest, Filipino Vicente Dangan, said he planned to write an open letter to be 
signed by all of them appealing to Mr. Marcos to accelerate the hearings. 


Meanwhile, Defense Lawyex Juan Hagad told reporters that both the defense and 


prosecution had agreed to the rescheduling for “pressing reasons." He said 
presiding Judge Emilio Legaspi had initiated the move. 
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The current end of the Philippine school year could be one reason for the 
postponement, observers said after the six lay workers said they wanted to 
attend their children's graduation ceremony. 


Captain Galileo Mendoza, continuing his testimony at the trial, said he initially 
thought communist guerrillas were behind the ambush but changed his mind after 
receiving oral and written statements implicating the nine. 


Armed men had been sighted near the village where the mayor's party was gunned 
down in March 1982 in a road attack by heavily armed men, he said. 


"Initially, we thought the ambush was pulled by insurgents, but as investigations 
developed, I changed my idea in the face of testimonies by witnesses," Capt Mendoza 
said. 


Captain Mendoza also told the court today that he experienced instances of 
“antipathy” from the accused while he was investigating the murder case. 


He added that soldiers sent to patrol communities under the parishes of the 
accused reported that the priests would ask them to leave, saying there was no 
peace and order problem in their communities. 


CSO: 4200/631 
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PHILIPPINES 


COMELEC PLANS TO CHECK ON REGISTRATION DRIVE 
HK280117 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] The Commission on Elections [Comelec] announced that Comelec special 
action teams will be fielded in the different regions to arrest flying voters 

in the coming March 31 and April 1 voter registration. The teams will be headed 
by Comelec lawyers, NAMFREL [National Citizens Movement for Free Elections], 

and PC-INP [Philippine Constabulary-Integrated National Police] representatives 
as members. Comelec Chairman Vicente Santiago, Jr. said the poll body has also 
deputized PC-INP special contingents in limited numbers to serve as back-up forces 
of the Comelec special action teams. According to Chairman Santiago, the 
deputization was made after a conference with varivus organizations such as 
NAMFREL, through the efforts of NAMFREL Chairman Jose Concepcion, Jr. and 

Vice Chairman Vicente Jaime. He said the law imposes a stiff penalty for double 
registration or voting more than once, which is an election offense penalized 
with 1 to 6 months imprisonment in addition to disqualification from holding 
public office and voting rights. 


Meanwhile, Pusyon Bisaya assemblyman and Batasan minority floor leader 

Mariano Lugata has demanded an immediate investigation, dismissal, and criminal 
prosecution of some election registrars in Cebu. Lugata claimed that thee were 
irregularities in the registration of voters last Saturday and Sunday. He also 
revealed a plan to charge in court a Comelec official in connection with the 
poll body's ruling declaring (Pugduk Cebuanan) as the dominant opposition party 
in Cebu. 


CSO: 4200/631 
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PHILIPPINES 


REBEL ATTACK, AFP PURSUIT REPORTED IN DAVAO DEL NORTE 
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 20 Mar 84 pp 1, 9 


[Text] Three scout rangers were killed while three other soldiers including a 
woman were critically wounded when some 60 dissidents of the New People's Arny 
overran an army detachment in Baranggay Casoon, Monkayo, Davao del Norte last 
Sunday at about 11:00 in the morning. 


Killed was Pfc. Harried Puntelan who is a native of Cetabato city and two 
other soldiers whose names were not readily known. All are members of the lst 
Scout Task Force Panther based in Tagum, capital town of that province. 


Wounded were Cpl. Rolando Maradag, Private Romeo Alombos and Ms. Lolita 
Sifuentes, 18. The wounded and dead are now at the Davao regional hospital in 


Apokon, Tagun. 


The NPAs also took the walkie-talkie radio of the detachment end other heavy 
rifles such as garands and fled. 


The detachment has some 12 soldiers manning it, but only five soldiers were 
left in their post at that time after most of the soldiers allegedly attended 
a Sunday mass sermon at the Monkayo Catholic church. 


In another encounter with scout rangers, two members of the Bangsa Moro Army 
were killed by government troopers during a military operation in the mountain 
ranges of Upper Lahi, Pantukan, Davao del Norte also last Sunday at about 11:00 
a.m. 


The two BMA rebels who were killed were not readily identified but found in 
their bodies were two garand rifles. 


The scout rangers were pursuing BMA rebels who earlier tried to overrun a PC 
detachment in the mountion of sitio Boringot and killed six PC soldiers last 
Friday in a surprised attack. 


The Upper Lahi encounter occured some 5 kilometers away from the national high- 


way. The rangers, with the help of the Philippine Navy, tried to block the 
coastal area from the rebels so that they would not flee to the sea. 
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However, the rebels fled on foot to the mountain ranges. War tanks and 
helicopters chased the rebels but lost them during the pursuit. 


Col. Teodoro Facelo, head of the scout rangers, said "we do not actually 
unleash the army's full forces against these rebels in our operations against 
them. What we are trying to do is just to convince them that their activ- 
ities is hopeless. After all they (rebels) are also Filipinos." 


CsO: 4200/651 
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DAVAO COLUMNIST ON ‘STRAFING," POLITICAL IMPACT OF AGRAVA BOARD 
Davao City PEOPLE*S DAILY FORUM iti English 14 Mar 84 p 2 


[Commentary by Roger Flaviano: "Strafing Cases Getting Out of Control") 
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being probed by the Agrava 
board, is becoming a toss-coin 
p a for both the ruling 
KBL and the opposition. Simply 
stated, the opposition wants the 
case to go all the way up to af- 
ter elections, since the opposi- 
tion candidates in the Batasan 
elections will have all the chance 
to hurt the KBL bets whose de- 
feat they seek with full ven- 


geance. 


‘On the other hand, the KBL 
wants to finish the probe with- 
in the shortest time possible, 
preferably BEFORE the May 
elections. The reason is obvious: 
if the Agrava board comes up 
with a credible finding about 
Sieadibten tho pups cho on 

ying t are 
behind the Aquino assassination 
— or if the board identifies the 
culprit or culprits without fear 
of being contested based on the 
evidence the board has in_ its 
possession, the whole thing can 
boost the otherwise sagging 
image of the administration, and 
likewise improve the fighting 
chance of the KBL candidates. 


The case seems to be the 
hinged on how fast — or slow 
— the Board comes out with its 
official findings .on the matter. 
Any finding is bound to streng- 
then one party and weaken the 
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DAVAO DAILY SUMMARIZES LOCAL BATASAN RACE 
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 14 Mar 84 pp 2, 9 


[Article by Casim Arkoncel in the "By-Line" column: "Churches To Take Sides in 
Polls") 


{[Text] The latest political development in Davao City is the end of the boy- 
cott. It came when the PDP-Laban set and decided to join the fray for the 
two Baytasan seats allocated the highly urbanized community. 


Zafiro Respicio and Samuel Occena, who are both lawyers and formerly advocates 
for boycotting the polls have been chosen standard bearers. This came close 
on the heels of choosing one of the two UNIDO bets--Prospero Nograles, who has 
yet to pick his team mate who could possible Councilor Boy Zuno or ex-city 
mayor Luis T. Santos. 


The Federal Party inauguratédits campaign headquarters and are fielding a 
slate. Another team-up is in the offing with Councilor Ben Amora as one inde- 
pendent bet. His partner will be announced later. Santos? 


That makes up for the anti-Marcos forces who have chosen to slug it out with 
the candidates of the administration. 


On the other side of the fence, the KBLse and the NPs, known to be Marcos 
loyalists (but are fighting each other tooth and nail) are actually locked in 
the initial battle over the inclusion of Assemblywoman Fely Santos in the KBL 
ticket. 


The woman legislator is fortunate to have the open support of the local 
Nactionalistas (Roy Wing) headed by Mayor Elias B. Lopez. Santos’ closest 
rival for the nomination is Vice Mayor Nilo Makarino. Assemblyman Nonoy 
Garcia is conceded to get the first seat. 


Among the Nacionalistas, Councilors Tenny Banzon, Julie Feliciano, Doming 
Vidanes and lately, Dodong Almendras are rumored to be entering the race. 
City Fiscal Joe Lopez is also in the context. 


Only the participation of the opposition groups prevented what could have been 


a show-down between pro-Marcos elements. Of course, there will be mre aspir- 
ants before the deadline for the filing of candidacies end on March 27. 
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In a free-for-all election, the candidate who has the most personal following 
will emerge victorious. The so-called ‘uncommitted’ voters may count al- 
though the numerous names will distribute this segment of shé electorate. 
The only solid force to contend with is the Iglesia Ni Cristo vote-rich en- 
clave. Any strong candidates who gets the INC nod is the man to beat. 


The Catholic church still has to come out in support of its favored bets-- 
more likely from the opposition. It has been the stand of the Roman church 
in this country to participate in the political exercise in the nation. 


Onboard a PALjet last Sunday, we chanced upon Archbishop Antonio Ll. Mabutas, 
who, in answer to our query on his church's stand.said, “we are neutral”. 
The question was about participation and the boycott. 


In the final analysis, the regional origin of the candidates will result to a 
situation where favorite sons of a particular regional representation will end 
the thoughts of the commurity or nation voting as Filipinos. There will only 
be Cebuanos, Ilocanos, Botolanos etcetera who will certainly carry the 
popularity of any candidate to triumph. 


CsO: 4200/651 
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DAVAO PAPER ON COMELEC ACCREDITATION OF BOYCOTT GROUP 


Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 16 Mar 84 p 2 


[Commentary by Roger Flaviano: “COMELEC Accredits Boycott Group”] 


[Text] The commission on elections is now in a quandary. It's central office, 
on the motion of a special committee, has decided to accredit the Makabayang 
Alyansa as the dominant party in Region II. As such, the MA is entitled to 
field candidates and have the authority to have its own inspectors and watch- 
ers, just like the ruling KBL. 


The real hitch, however, lies in the fact that in Davao City, Makabayang 
Alyansa is not participating at all in the coming elections. The MA, accord- 
ing to its chairman, Atty. Bebot Bello, is even going all-out for the boy- 
cott of the assembly elections. In effect, the COMELEC has accredited—of 
all parties--a political group that does not even recognize the elections. 

As a matter of fact, it does not even recognize the COMELEC insofar as the May 
14 elections are concerned. 


If the COMELEC Becides to remain firm on its announced official stand that 

it is accrediting and recognizing the MA as the dominant political party in 
Region II which includes Davao city, then it is playing to the trick of the 
opposition of making the COMELEC appear as a big joke in the whole electoral 


set-up. 


Unless the COMELEC succeeds in making a more convincing stand on accreditation 
of political parties, then there is always the possibility of its being derided 
by the electorate. 


CSO: 4200/651 
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PHILIPPINES 


GOLD SMUGGLING REPORT QUESTIONED 
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 16 Mar 84 p 10 


[Article by Tony Feo in the “Hornet's Nest" column: "Gold Smuggling Yarn: 
Another CB Gimmick") 


[Text] That story about gold-smuggling attributed by news accounts to Central 
Bank sources doesn't seem to serve any purpose at all. The local traders 
definitely do not have the capital nor the organization for an international 


gold-smuggling operation. 


Gold from the mountains and rivers of Davao del Norte are sold by traders 
either to Manila or Cebu City. It is from these points that gold leave the 
country if at all. 


There is no denying the fact that gold trading is supposed to be a function 
that is vested solely on the CB. Permits and licenses of gold traders are 
limited to processing gold into jewelries and orpaments for local use. 


The present volume of god-trading is definitely illegal but being tolerated 
by CB authorities for two probable reesons. One is to provide economic ac- 
tivity to the thousands of people that have gone dependent on gold panning. 
The other could be some sort of a neat arrangement that only CB and gold trad- 
ers may have forged. 


But meantime that the CB has no buying station, the traders play a necessary 
role. Stories of investigations and gold-smuggling may scare the traders. 
Gold panners cannot eat gold no matter how precious the metal is. 


CSO: 4200/651 


34 














SARMIENTO BROTHERS’ MINDANAO BUSINESS HOLDINGS LISTED 
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 18 Mar 84 p 4 


[Text] The Sarmiento brothers will be recipients of the l0ty Mindanao Award 
from the University of Mindanao on March 24. 


The awardees are Engr. Feliciano S. Sarmiento, Engr. Lorenzo S. Sarmiento 
and Mr. Pablo S. Sarmiento, founders of the Sarmiento Group of Companies. 


The Sarmiento brothers are being recognized for “outstanding and distinguished 
contribution to the econeaméc, political, educational and social development of 
Mindanao." 


They are also being cited for working together as a family team and maiatain- 
ing the noblest Filipino family tradition of brotherhood, unity and cooper- 
ation in all their enterprises and endeavors." 


The award will be presented by UM president G. E. Torres in a special conv¥oca- 
tion during the 37th commencement of the University of Mindanao. 


The contribution of the Sarmiento Group of Companies to the development of 
Mindanao embraces housing subdivisions for its employees; educational facil- 
ities (schools in Bo, Sarmiento in Maguindanao); and livelihood projects for 
families of employees in areas where the Sarmiento companies are based like 
Davao, Cotabato and Maguindanao. 


In Maguindanao, for instance, the Sarmiento Industries has established a conm- 
munity cemplete with housing, medical, educational and recreational facilities. 


The entire community, now called Baranggay Sarmiento, boasts of two elementary 
schools and a high school established with the help of the Sarmiento Indus- 
tries. The company also donated land for the community plaza, build torads 
and conducted seminars on cottage industries. livestock and poultry raising 
for the livelihood projects of its employees and their families. 


The Davo-based L. S. Sarmiento & Co., Inc., a wood and construction firm has 
also established housing and recreational facilities for its employees. Among 
the firm's notable projects in Mindanao are the construction of the waterworks 
system for Davao City; the North Diversion Road; and the Irrigation Systems in 
Agusan, Bukidnon and Davao province. 


CSO: 4200/651 
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PHILIPPINES 


DAVAO BOYCOTT MOVEMENT TERMED ‘COLOSSAL FLOP’ 
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 21 Mar 84 pp 1, 10 


[Text] The oppositionsappeal for unity and the boycott movement in Davao City 
have just become "caélossal flops", following the nomination of PDP-LABAN lead- 
ers Zafiro Respircio and Samuel Occena for the Batasan as shown in a sworn 
nomination letter of the party received at 2:30 pam. yesterday by the COMELEC 
regional office in Davao City. 


Respicio's and Occena's nomination as candidates for the Batasan was a direct 
rebuff to any appeal made by former mayor Luis Santos of UNIDO for all oppo- 
sition groups to unite and put up common candidates. 


Santos had declared that if the Davao City opposition could not be united, 
then he would run himself for the Batasan. 


With Respicio’s and Occena's entry into the fight, the boycott moved that had 
been launched earlier by PDP-LABAN and other opposition sectors have practically 
become "a thing of the past" in the city. 


The PDP-LABAN also decided to “actively participate in the May 14 elections 
for the regular Batasang Pambansa." 


With the new political twist, at least fifteen aspirants are now eyeing the 
May 14 elections. 


They are reelectionists Nonoy Garcia and Fely Santos of KBL, ex-Mayor Luis 
Santos and Boy Nograles of UNIDO, Councilor Ben Amora, Councilor Tenny Banzon, 
Councilor Doming Vidanes, Councilor Dominador Zuno, Jr., Fiscal Jose Lopez, 
Attorney Medardo Cadiente, Atty. Pat Calolot, Assistant City Superintendent 
of City Schools Enrique Lozada, Atty. Ed Dacudao, and Atty. Mateo Deligero. 


CSO: 4200/651 
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PHILIPPINES 


*"SECRET' KBL, BIR, DAVAO BUSINESS MEETINGS CRITICIZED 
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 22 Mar 84 pp 1, 9 


[Text] Opposition leaders in Davao City and in Davao del Norte today expres- 
sed concern over the series of “secret meetings" being called by KBL regional 
chairman Antonio Floriendo among heads of government offices, political lead- 
ers, some members of the judiciary and baranggay officials inside the Tagum 
development corporation (TADECO) in Tagum, Davao del Norte and at Marapangi, 
Toril, Davao City. 


The meetings, justingly referred to by some anti-KBL groups as "plantation 
meetings", are now being tied up with the coming Batasan elections. 


No less than provincial board-member Rolly Marcial, a staunch opposition 
bet for the Batasan, questioned the "propriety, if not the legality, of those 
meetings in the light of the forthcoming elections." 


Marcial said that both TADECO and Marapangi are private places, with the “in- 
vitation" coming from the private but influential person, and as such, govern- 
ment officials have the choice to accept or reject the "invitation." So fart 
however, almost all government local directors, including those from the conm- 
mission on elections and the Davao penal colony, have been observed in full 
attendance at the "secret" meetings. 


Regional directors are being “herded" inside the Marapangi piggery, according 
to Marcial, while BIR men are being called for meetings at TADECO. 


All attempts to get in touch with KBL chairman Flotrendo up to last night 
proved futile. 


While most opposition members in the recent past displayed an instant or auto- 
matic reactions against any and all activities sponsored by the government 
and the ruling KBL Party, their latest charge merits comment. 


In a span of two weeks, two meetings were held. One in Tadeco attended by 
top officials of the bureau of internal revenue in Region II and the other in 
Marapangi which was attended by regional directors for Region II. 
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These meetings, if only to erase suspicion, more than the apparent abuse 

of propriety, should be avoided, Marcial said. The regional director of 

the commission on elections should lead in refraining from attending these 
meetings, otherwise, it may tantamount to taxing the credulity not only of the 
opposition groups but of the public as well, he added. 


In retrospect, while the meetings questioned mayehave no other motivation but 
development and public welfare, its further occurrence will fan the fire of 
suspicion that now borders on frustration, Marcial concluded. 


CSO: 4200/651 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


GOLD TRADING INCREASED FOOD PRICES--Heavy gold trading was blamed on the local 
census office for the steep climb in prices in Davao del Norte between the 
months of January and March this year. Engr. Glorioso Roldan, provincial 
census officer of Davao del Norte, noted that initial survey figures gathered 
by the NCSO showed food prices increasing by 132. He added that 645 items in- 
cluded in the consumer price index (CPI) for Davao averaged 9% in price hikes. 
Heavy rains last February also aggravated the price situation by preventing 
the smooth flow of goods from farms to markets, he said. Roldan pointed out 
that more tradesmen are now eyeing Davao's gold districts as better business 
prospects than Tagum. In Buringot, Pantukan, with a population nearing 
30,000, a finger-sized slice of tuna fetches ®5.00; cheap whiskey #30 and 
family#sized softdrinks 825.00. Among the food items sold at the Tagum Public 
Market, Roldan quoted the price of pork at 824.75, up by 25% from January's 
19-peso level. Prawns rose even higher from ®66 to #90 per kilo. [Text] 
[Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 21 Mar 84 p 10] 


ARMY OFFICER AT MUSLIM WEDDING--To facilitate good community relation and 
enhance better understanding with our Muslim brothers Maj. Celso A. Undag, 
1lthCRISG, PACRIS Head, was among of the invited speakers in a Muslim Wedding 
rites held at Bingcungan, Tagum, Davao del Norte. "Let us evade from crime so 
that we'll have peace of mind and let us strengthen our faith so that we can 
uphold the sanctity of our religion", encouraged Maj. Undag to a more than 
1,000 Muslim residents in the area. Since he also heads the Civil Military 
Relation Office (CMRO) located near Municipal Hall, he further added that he 
will do his best to extend his help in any way to any civilians who are in 
need of public assistance or guidance. Important muslim figures present to 
witness the significant wedding rites were Sultan Rasumag, a Sultan of three 
provinces in Davao, and top MNLF Commanders--like Commander Tagwalan, Com- 
mander Usman, Commander Sulayman and fourteen other hard core Muslim leaders. 
[Text] [Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 15 Mar 84 p 8] 


BaVad DOLE PINEAPPLE STRIKE--Violence broke out the other day at the Dole pine- 
apple plantation in Polomolok, South Cotabato when a platoon of police and PC 
men tried to break up some 600 striking workers of the company. At least two 
woekess vere injured during the incident and some women strikers were reported 
to have been hit with butts of armalite rifles by the police which were trying 
to pacify a sector of the strikers that had become @nruly. All the strikers 
were regular employees of the DOLE, according to the report. The injured 
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victims were identified as Adore Salvador and Bebet Baguio. The strikers, 
according to the report, were making several demands, among the increase in 
the various allowances and bonuses. As a result of the trouble, workers of 
the firm had decided to take the matter up with labor authorities in Manila. 
[Text] [Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 23 Mar 84 pp 1, 10] 


IMEE MARCOS CANDIDACY HAILED--Llocos Norte's political leaders yesterday [28 March] 
hailed the candidacy of Imee Marcos Manotoc for the Batasang Pambansa. Vice 
Governor (Roce Oblan) Jr. said that Imee may be the most reluctant candidate 

in the history of Philippine elections, but her candidacy is the only way to bring 
harmony and unity within the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan in the province. The 

Same sentiment was also expressed by the other aspirants, who said that Imee is 
the best compromise to solve the impasse on the party's official candidate. 
(Oblan) also sought to mitigate the issue of political dynasty with the candidacy 
of the present's eldest daughter. There can be a dynasty only in cases of 
appointive position. He said that as things now stand, Imee is only a candidate 
of the KBL. She still has to win votes of her constituents. [Text] [HK290043 
Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 28 Mar 84] 


TOLENTINO ON ELECTION LAW, CANDIDACY--The new election law which will gover the 
May 14 Batasan polls contains all possible legal guarantees to the holding of 

free and honest elections. This as disclosed today by Assemblyman Arturo Tolentino 
in a speech before the general membership meeting of the Kapisanan Ng Mga 
Broadcaster Sa Pilipinas [KBP] at the Century Park Sheraton Hotel. In his speech, 
Tolentino enumerated what he considered the ills of past elections. In an inter- 
view following his speech, Tolentino confirmed his guest candidacy under the 

NP [Nacionalista Party]-Roy wing. Asked whether this will affect his candidacy 

in the KBL [Kilusang Bagong Lipunan], Tolentino had this to say: [Begin recording] 
Personally, I do not know, because until now, the officia' list of candidates 

of the KBL has not been released. Although I noticed a statement made by the 
first lady that, she said that, Tolentino is still in the KBL slate, but until 

the official announcement is made, I still cannot consider that as final [end 
recording] [Text] [0W211323 Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 

1100 GMT 21 Mar 84} 


TOLENTINO DENIES PLAN TO JOIN UNIDO--KBL [Kulusang Bagong Lipunan] assemblyman 
Arturo Tolentino today issued a new release denying published reports about his 
alleged plan to join the UNIDO [United Nationalist Democratic Organization]. 
Tolentino stressed he has not joined the UNIDO nor had he sought inclusion in 

in the UNIDO ticket. Actually, after yesterday's appearance before the KBP 
general meeting, Tolentino told KBS |Kanlaon Broadcasting System] news he was 
staying with the KBL, although he did say he was being made as a guest candidate 
of the Nationalista Party in Manila. In his statement today, Tolentino said the 
law permits guest candidacies and he will not reject any offer of support from 
any party so long as there are no preconditions or strings attached. Tolentino 
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said unless the KBL drops him, he will not leave it at this moment, except 

on an issue of principle involving public interest. But Tolentino pointed out 

if some people would want him out of KBL, he has no stomach for intrigues. 

[Text] [0W221433 Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 1100 GMT 22 Mar 84] 


NPA AMBUSH KILLS SIX--Manila, 23 Mar (AFP)--Armed men suspected to be members of 
the Communist New People's Army (NPA) killed six people and wounded two others 

in an ambush Wednesday in a rugged area 200 kilometers (125 miles) north of 

here, the PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY reported today. Killed were one soldier, four 
civilian militiamen and a civilian guide while those wounded were civilian militia- 
men. Five members of the 13-man patrol reportedly escaped unhurt. Quoting 
delayed reports from the Abra provincial command of the Philippine Constabulary 
(PC-National Militia) located in the Cordillera Mountains, the agency said the 
rebel leader was identified by the PC as a brother of a Roman Catholic priest 
turned NPA leader. Two helicopter-borme pursuit teams were dispatched to trace 
the guerrillas led by NPA Commander Jovencio Balweg who has a 50,000 pesos 

(3,570 dollars) prize on his head, the agency added. There is also a 200,000 peso 
(14,285 dollars) reward for the capture, dead or alive, of his brother, 

Fr. Conrado Balweg. [Text] [O0W231331 Hong Kong AFP in English 0942 GMT 23 Mar 84] 


JOINT REBEL FORCES BATTLE ARMY--About 60 communist and Muslim rebels were reported 
killed in separate battles with government troops in the past 3 weeks of 

intensified military operations in Davao Del Norte. Reports said the military 

has been conducting punitive operations during the past 3 weeks against a combined 
force of 250 rebels of the communist New People's Army and the separatist 

Moro National Liberation Front. Government losses include one officer and a soldier 
killed in an encounter. The combined NPA-MNLF terrorists were reported responsible 
for many ambuscades and terrorist attacks in Davao Del Norte. [Text] [HK260041 
Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 25 Mar 84] 


SEVEN KILLED IN NPA AMBUSH--Bacolod, Philippines, 27 Mar (AFP)--Five national 
police troopers and two civilian guides were killed near this central city early 
today in a road ambush by suspected leftist guerrillas, military officers here 
said. The ambush outside a town near here, was staged by some 50 men believed 
to be communist New People's Army (NPA) members waiting in foxholes on a hill 
overlooking a village road where a squad of troopers was walking, they added. 
The lone survivor, Constable Juses Guerrero of the 332d PC [Philippine 
Constabulary] Company, told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE after undergoing surgery here 
that his squad was returning from a two-day operation near Himamaylan Town, 
some 520 km (300 miles) south of Manila, when it was fired upon. Colonel 
Francisco Agudon, the provincial police commander, flew by lelicopter to the 
ambush site with troop reinforcements, according to the offi.?rs, who said all 
the firearms and ammunition of the fatalities were seized attackers. 
The dead were not identified immediately. There were no cas: :..ies reported 
among the attackers. |Text] ([0W270527 Hong Kong AFP in English 0508 GMT 

27 Mar 84) 


CONGRESS OF FARMERS OPPOSES PRICE RISES--The National Congress of Farmers has 
spoken up against a projected increase in prices of imported fertilizers. 

Leonardo Montemayor, the organization's spokesman, pointed out that the ones who 
will suffer most from this development will be ordinary citizens. Montemayor urged 
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the government to support the price limit set by the national food authority 
for such staples as rice and com so that prices for these two essential grains 
may be stabilized. [Text] [HK200628 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 

in Tagalog 1000 GMT 19 Mar 84] 


POWER SUPPLY ASSURED--Meralco [Manila Electric Company] vice president for public 
service (Magsigat Boy) assured that there will be no power brownouts even if 
there will be a drought this summer. (Boy) made the assurance in a television 
program Wednesday night. He said the National Power Corporation, from where 
Meralco gets its power supply, has assured that there will be sufficient generat- 
ing capacity, because of the operation of additional generating units. In 
another statement, Francisco de Leon, Meralco's vice president for public rela- 
tions, assured that there will be no disruption in Meralco services despite the 
current strike in the firm. He said Meralco has taken all precautionary measures 
to ensure continued operations. Meralco employees have gone on a mass leave of 
absence to press their demands for higher pay and allowances. However, de Leon 
said not all Meralco personnel are on strike. The Labor Ministry is exerting 
efforts to settle the Meralco labor dispute. [Text] [HK230109 Manila Far East 
Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMI 22 Mar 84] 


COCONUT FARMERS' PROSPECTS--The country's coconut farmers face better prospects 

by July and August this year, as coconut production is expected to go up. This 
forecast was made by Mrs (Maria Clara Labrigat), president of the Philippine 
Coconut Producers Federation |Cocofed]. She said coconut production had gone 

down and hit an all-time low due to the long drought last year. (Labrigat) said 
that the Cocofed has adopted concrete measures to alleviate the plight of the 
coconut farmers who are severely affected by the low coconut production. She 

said the Cocofed has launched a massive intercropping program in coconut farms to 
augment the income of coconut farmers. The Cocofed, she said, has also made 
arrangements with the Kilusang Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran [national livelihood program] 
and financial institutions for additional livelihood opportunities for the farmers 
and their families. (Labrigat) disclosed that the high school scholarships for 
children of Cocofed members will continue despite the suspension of Cocofed college 
scholarships due to the abolition of the coconut levy. [Text] [HK260428 

Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0400 GMT 26 Mar 84] 


CSO: 4200/631 
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THAILAND 


SRV FOREIGN MINISTER'S DIPLOMATIC SHUTTLE VIEWED 
BK240348 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 24 Mar 84 p 4 
{Editorial: "Taking the Heat Off Vietnamese Occupation Army"] 


[Text] If nothing else has emerged to solve the Kampuchean problem during 
the past two weeks, it is sure that a lot of jet fuel has been burned up: 
Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach on his Hanoi-Bangkok-Jakarta- 
Canberra-Bangkok-Hanoi trip and Indonesian Foreign Minister Mokhtar 
Kusumaatmaja on his Jakarta-Bangkok-Kuala Lumpur-Singapore-Jakarta trip. 
And tomorrow Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila is jetting to Australia. 

All this has brought us back to the fundamental concept. The essense of 
settling the Kampuchean problem on which all countries, except Vietnam (and 
the Soviet bloc) and [as published] agreed is that only the Kampucheans should 
decide on what government they should have. The root of the conflict is 
that Vietnam, by military aggression, installed a puppet government in 
Kampuchea and is occupying that country. 





Thach's diplomatic victory--let's concede him that--is that he has put 
acceptance to include Heng Samrin in any talks on the future of Kampuchea-- 
an acceptance that has always been there. ASEAN stand has always been and 
will continue to be that Heng Samrin is not the only representative of 
Kampuchea nor is he the legitimate representative of Kampuchea. The United 
Nations recognizes the tripartite government of Democratic Kampuchea with 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk as president. So it is only natural that this 
legitimate representative should also represent Kampuchea. 


Hanoi has consistently tried to avoid it. In several overtures it had made 
to ASEAN it came up first with the proposal that the Kampuchean issue should 
be discussed between the three Indochinese states (Kampuchea to be represented 
by Heng Samrin) and the five (mow six) ASEAN members. What Vietnamese was 
fishing for was defacto recognition of a puppet government and naturally 

it was unacceptable to ASEAN. Then Hanoi came up with the five-plus-two 
formula which meant that ASEAN will discuss the matter only with Vietnam 

and Laos. This was even more ridiculous since it meant that the future of 
Kampuchea will be discussed without any Kampuchean representation! 


What everything boils down to is: Thach has accepted Sihanouk's proposal 
that Heng Samrin can also take part. (In one of his mischievous moods, 
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Sihanouk once said that if elections were to be held in Kampuchea under UN 
supervision, Lon Nol could also become a candidate because he too is a 
Kampuchean!) In point of fact Singapore put it pithily when it said ASEAN 
would not dictate to Kampucheans as to who should participate in the reconcil- 
iation group proposed by Sihanouk. What Singapore Foreign Minister Suppiah 
Dhanabalan did not say, but which we would like to emphasize, is that Vietnam 
also has no right to interfere with the composition of Kampucheans who should 
work towards reconciliation. 


What we call Thach's victory is that he has successfully managed to put the 
cart before the horse. What has been left unmentioned in all his overtures 
about a Kampuchean reconciliation group with Heng Samrin present--which he 
called a "new and realistic approach"--is that he did not say a word about 
the 180,000-odd Vietnamese occupation troops in Kampuchea. What he has put 
across, and what he has made simpletons believe is that Vietnamese troops 
have more right to be in Kampuchea than the Khmer Rouge who, in the final 
analysis, are Kampucheans. Call the Khmer Rouge bandits and murderers but 
they are Kampucheans and not an occupying army. What message Thach is con- 
veying is clear--the Vietnamese are the "chosen people" and Kampuchea is 
their “promised land." 


CSO: 4200/642 








THAILAND 


ATHIT TO 'MAINTAIN PEACE’ WHILE PREM AWAY 
BK290409 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 29 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text] Supreme Commander Gen Athit Kamlang-ek yesterday appealed for "peace 
and stability" in the absence of Prime Minister Gen Prem Tinsulanon who will 
embark on a tour to the U.S. and Europe on April 8-26. 


Gen Athit said as the person in charge of national security, he will be 
"maintaining peace" when the premier is away. 


Speaking in the “Army Meeting the People Programme" broadcast on the First 
Army Division Radio Station, he said Thailand "would lose its credibility 
if there is chaos while its prime minister is not at home." 


"I appeal to everybody to live in peace and avoid disrupting the country's 
stability," he said. 


His statement came amidst reports on attempts by some quarters of MPS to re- 
mand the Constitution and censure the Prem Government. 


Commenting on the present political situation, Gen Athit said: "I have per- 
sonally tried to put the politics on the right track. There were rumours 

once in a while and I had to come out to reaffirm that the political stability 
was still fine. And that helped dispell the rumours." 


He said the political stability would be disrupted if personal conflicts 
were allowed to persist. 


"I don't know whether to say I am worried or not about the political situa- 
tion," he said. "We have to wait and see. I myself will closely follow 
the situation but I am hopeful that we can make it as smooth as possible." 


Gen Athit said during the 45-minute question-answer session with Dr Witsanu 
Khaua-ngan that he made frequent appearances in social functions "to ensure 
an air of easiness and to demonstrate that the country is still all right." 


He said if everybody has discipline and abides by his or her duty and avoids 


personal conflicts: "There would definitely be nothing to disrupt the 
political stability." 
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Gen Athit said the biggest problem confronting the country today is economic 
problem, citing the successive collapses of chit-funds and finance firms. 


However, the supreme commander said the Prem Government had done its best 
to try to handle the problem. 


CSO: 4200/642 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BRIEFS 


SRV MINORITIES JOIN RESISTANCE MOVEMENT--According to reports from Vietnam, 

163 people from ethnic minorities in Kontum Province Vietnam's Central Highlands, 
were compelled to take to the jungle to join the Vietnamese people's resistance 
movement against the Hanoi communist dictators, for they can no longer endure 
the oppression of the latter. The reports say that currently in the Central 
Highlands, the Hanoi communists are intensifying their oppression on ethnic 
minorities in an attempt to squash the resistance movement there; however, 

they will not succeed. [Text] [BK220248 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 

Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2300 GMT 21 Mar 84) 


CSO: 4212/40 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


HANOI RADIO ON NAKASONE'S VISIT TO PRC 
BK261046 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 24 Mar 84 


[Text] According to foreign sources, Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone 
arrived in Beijing on 23 March, beginning a 4-day visit to China aimed at 
strengthening immediate and long-range Beijing-Tokyo collusion. 


This was the fourth visit by a Japanese prime minister to China since diplomatic 
relations were established between the two countries in 1972. During the same 
period, two Chinese premiers paid visits to Japan. Late last year, the leader 
of the Chinese ruling party also went to Japan. 


Nakasone, architect of the policy of increasing Japan's armed forces and military 
cooperation with the United States, was given a most solemn welcome by the Beijing 
ruling circles and will be received by all the top Chinese leaders, including 
Deng Xiaoping, to discuss every aspect of Sino-Japanese collusion. 


Nakasone immediately met with Chinese Premier Zhao Ziyang and had sincere and 
cordial talks with him on variousintermational issues and bilateral relations. 
The French news agency AFP reported that during the talks, Nakasone and Zhao 
virtually agreed on all problems. Zhao Ziyang blatantly stated that he con- 
sidered the Soviet Union the main threat to China and told Nakasone that Beijing 
understands Japan's so-called concern over the Soviet Union. It is noteworthy 
that Zhao made no mention of increased U.S. military forces and activities in 
the Far East, nor did he recall in any way the history of the Japanese fascist 
aggression against and enslavement of the Chinese people as well as Japan's 
current tendency for remilitarization. According to AFP, in his talks with 
Nakasone, Zhao clearly stated that the Japanese militarist regime is no longer 
considered an obstacle in Sino-Japanese relations. Also according to the French 
News Agency, this is very significant since in the past Beijing often harshly 
condemned the Japanese militarist regime. 


Zhao Ziyang asserted with Nakasone that Beijing supports the so-called stability 
on the Korean peninsula. This means, in fact, that China approves of the 
maintenance of the partition of Korea. Zhao ominously declared that Beijing 

is opposed to all actions by any side which raise tension on the Korean peninsula, 
according to a 23 March XINHUA report. Nakasone chimed in, saying that Tokyo 
also supports stability on the peninsula. 











Zhao and Nakasone agreed that their positions on Vietnam and the Kampuchea issue 
are similar. This meant that they agreed to continue the scheme of encircling 
and weakening Vietnam and backing the Khmer reactionaries in opposing the 
Kampuchean people's rebirth. Zhao was happy with Tokyo's decision to invite 

the leader of the disguised corpse of the genocidal CCGDK regime to Japan in May. 


Zhao Ziyang informed Nakasone sf Beijing's decision to further relax its open- 
door policy to allow Japanese and Western capitalists to vigorously invest in 
China under preferential conditions. Zhao said: China's nuclear cooperation 
with Japan cannot be less than its cooperation in the same field with other 
countries. 


Zhao and Nakasone hoped that an agreement on investment protection would be signed 
soon to ensure a sharp increase in business investments by Japanese capitalists 

in China. Nakasone informed Zhao of the Japanese Government's decision to grant 
China another low-interest loan of 470 billion yen, or about $2 billion for 

7 years to help it fulfill its modermization ambition. 


On this occasion, on 23 March, a statement was released in Beijing announcing 
the founding of the Commission for Sino-Japanese Friendship in the 2lst Century. 
This is aimed at paving the way for the maintenance and strengthening of 
Beijing-Tokyo collusion in all fields in the future. 


CSO: 4209/225 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


NHAN DAN DENOUNCES NAKASONE'S PRC VISIT 
OW271625 Hanoi VNA in English 1544 GMT 27 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi, 27 Mar (VNA)--The recert talks between the Japanese prime minister 
and Chinese top leaders showed that the increased Sino-Japanese collusion only 
serves the Chinese expansionist and hegemonist ambition, the interest of the big 
Japanese monopolists and the U.S. global strategy, says NHAN DAN today. 


In a commentary entitled "A Collusion Fraught With Serious Consequences," NHAN DAN 
notes that the Beijing ruling circles have made no secret of their glee at 
Nakasone's visit which they regarded as a great event and ‘an important landmark 
in the history of the age-old relation between China and Japan." It is clear, 

the paper goes on, that the Sino-Japanese collusion has made big strides forward 
at an “unexpectedly quick tempo" as Nakasone himself observed. 


NHAN DAN notes that China has established and deepened its relation of cooperation 
with Japan in many areas more substantially and quickly than with any other major 
Wester countries. 


Through the China visit of Nakasone, Tokyo has again assured Beijing that "Sino- 
Japanese relation is a mainstay of Japan's foreign policy." But at the same time 
it did not forget to reemphasize that the close Japan-U.S. relation is the corner- 
stone of Japan's foreign policy. In this way, Tokyo wanted to tell its Chinese 
partner quite bluntly that its relation with China should always be placed in the 
framework of its relation with the United States. 


The welcome given to Nakasone in Beijing portends an ever warmer and grander 
welcome to the U.S. President later this April. The Chinese rulers have unequivo- 
cally cast their vote for Ronald Reagan in the coming race into the White House. 


During their talks the Chinese and Japanese authorities have declared their 
"unanimity" in their position toward the Soviet Union. While taking steps to 
improve their relation with the Soviet Union the Beijing ruling circles told their 
Japanese interlocutor that “the Soviet Union is the main threat to China's 
security." Such an irresponsible declaration can only pollute the interational 
atmosphere and provide an excuse for the United States to expand its military 
commitment in northeast Asia and further strain the situation in this region. 
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Host and guest, the paper goes on, spent much time on the Korea issue. Under 
the signboard of “supporting the stability on the Korean peninsula," China has 
tacitly supported the strengthening of the U.S.-Japan-South Xorea alliance, 
approved the measures taken by the United States and Japan aimed at continuing 
the partition of Korea, and recognized the existence of “two Koreas." 


The paper continues: "The leaders of China and Japan have also declared their 
unanimity on the Kampuchean situation, their continued support for the so-called 
“tripartite coalition government," of which the driving force remains the 

Pol Pot remnants. This is obviously aimed at opposing peace and stability on the 
Indochinese Peninsula, the trend of dialogue in Southeast Asia, and all efforts 
to make this region one of peace, stability, friendship and cooperation." 


"To please Beijing," NHAN DAN notes, "Nakasone has invited the leader of the 
"tripartite coalition government" of Kampuchea--the disguised Pol Pot clique--to 
visit Japan this May and promised not to resume its economic aid to Vietnam 

in the foreseeable future. To reciprocate this “kind gesture," Beijing loudly 
proclaimed that the military policy of Japan is not militarism. In other words, 
it has given the green light for Japan to push ahead its rearmament, in spite of 
the growing public concern about this process in Japan." 


"China's increased collusion with Japan goes counter to the legitimate interests 
of the Chinese and Japanese peoples as well as is fraught with serious conse- 


quences for peace and security of the nations in Asia and the Pacific," the 
paper concludes. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


WORLD PRESS PROTESTS ‘LUGANSK INCIDENT' 
OW261906 Hanoi VNA in English 1502 GMT 26 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi, 26 Mar (VNA)--The Vietnamese press, radio and television have 
widely reported on the mining of the Soviet tanker “Lugansk" by mercenaries of 
the United States. 


Under the title "The Soviet Union and Nicaragua Strongly Protest Against the 
United States Government for Engineering the Lugansk Incident," the party paper 
NHAN DAN and the army paper QUAN DOI NHAN DAN on March 23 reproduced the note 
of the Soviet Government handed by Soviet Foreign Minister Andrey Gromyko to 
the U.S. charge d'affaires in the USSR. The paper also printed the statement of 
the Nicaraguan Government on this affair. 


The Vietnamese press reported that the Soviet Union had told the U.S. Government 
that the latter had to shoulder all responsibility for all the grave consequences 
its criminal act. The acts taken by the U.S. Government against foreign ships 
combing the Nicaraguan ports or near the sea of this country represent a new and 
extremely serious act of the terrorist policy. The character and scale of these 
criminal acts obviously show that they are being undertaken with the direct 
participation of the agencies and personages under the control of the U.S. 
administration. All the unlawful acts of the United States are creating a 
dangerous and intolerable situation," the statement is quoted as saying. 


On 24 March, NHAN DAN, central organ of the Communist Party of Vietnam, said: 
"The mining of the territorial waters of Nicaragua is a serious breach of law." 
The party also widely reported public protest across the world against this 
criminal act of the United States which caused damage to the Soviet tanker and 
injuries to a number of Soviet crewmen. The Hanoi press also quoted the press in 
Britain, the United States, West Berlin, France, India, Japan, etc., which all 
pointed to the intensified activities of the CIA which has actively helped and 
provided leadership for the activities of the counterrevolutionaries aimed at 
preventing the shipping of oil and other commodities to the ports of Nicaragua. 
The Westem press is also quoted as saying that this act took place at a time 
when the East-West relations were daily deteriorating and pointing to the full 
responsibility of Washington in this affair. 


In its usual column "The World in the Past Week," the daily NHAN DAN on 

26 March 1984 said that in Central American and the Caribbean the United States is 
escalating its provocations and threat of aggression against the Republic of 
Nicaragua. Most seriously, the United States imperialists have ordered its agents 
to mine the Nicaraguan sea and causing the "Lugansk" tanker of the Soviet Union to 
hit a mine on its way to the Sandino port. This has aroused indignation across 
the world, the paper noted. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


NHAN DAN WELCOMES FINNISH FOREIGN MINISTER 
OW231119 Hanoi VNA in English 0741 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi, 23 Mar (VNA)--The leading national newspaper NHAN DAN runs an 
article warmly welcoming Finnish Foreign Minister Paavo Matti Vayrynen who 
arrives here today on an official visit to Vietnam. 


The article, entitled "Finland-Vietnam Friendship and Cooperation Are Developing 
Satisfactorily," says: 


"The Vietnamese people never forget the contributions made by the Finnish demo- 
cratic and progressive forces to the world people's movement for solidarity with 
their just struggle against U.S. aggression, for national salvation. 


"The Finnish Government allowed many international forums in support of Vietnam 
to take place in Helsinki. 


"In 1972 when U.S. B-52 strategic bombers conducted carpet-bombings of Hanoi and 
Haiphong, Finland voiced its firm condemnation of the barbarous U.S. crime and 
demanded an end to the U.S. aggression and the withdrawal of all U.S. troops from 
South Vietnam. And on 25 January 1973, Finland officially recognized the Demc- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam with the establishment of bilateral relations at 
ambassadorial level. 


"In February 1979, when the Beijing expansionists and hegemonists staged a war of 
aggression against Vietnam, the people and government of Finland quickly raised 
their demand that China end its aggression and pull its troops out of Vietnam, 
and Helsinki again became the venue of an international conference for solidarity 
with Vietnam against aggression. 


"Over the past ten years, the Finnish people and government have actively supported 
the Vietnamese people in healing the wounds of war and stepping up national 
construction, with their humanitarian and development aids for Vietnam increasing 
annually. It is worthy to note that on 27 March 1979, while the U.S. imperialists, 
the expansionists and other reactionary forces were intensifying a multifaceted 
pressure on Vietnam, the Finnish Government declared the loans it had granted to 
Vietnam gratuitous aid. It should also be mentioned that among the projects 
Finland has been constructing for Vietnam is the Pha Rung shipyard (in Haiphong) 
costing 185 million markkas and capable of repairing 35 12,000-ton ships a year, 
which is expected to be officially commissioned in two days. 
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"In the years to come, Vietnam and Finland will continue to broaden their 
cooperation in many more and diversified fields." 


The article concludes: 


"Following the visits paid to Finland by chairman of the Council of Ministers 
Pham Van Dong in 1977 and Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach in 1982, this visit 
by Foreign Minister Paavo Matti Vayrynen contributes to further strengthening 
the friendship and cooperation between the two countries.” 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


SWEDISH FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE DIVIDED ON BAI BANG AID 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 28 Feb 84 p 6 
[Article by Sven Svensson: "Dispute About Visit to Bai Bang"] 


[Text] The parliamentary Foreign Affairs 
Committee has gotten into a vehement dispute about 
the itinerary of their Asian study tour this fall. 


Conservative committee members Carl Bildt and Margaretha af Ugglas together 
with Center-Party member Sture Korpas refuse to visit the Bai Bang paper 
mill in North Vietnam, while the Social Democrats, led by Sture Paln, 
demand to visit this big aid project. 


Half of the Foreign Affairs Committee participated in a study tour of South 
Africa last year. 


The other half is now supposed to take a similar tour of Asia between 25 
August and 9 September. 


However, this group has not been able to reach agreement on the itinerary 
for political reasons. 


It is clear that the group will visit the Kotmale power project in Sri 
Lanka, which is the recipient of Swedish foreign aid. 


Social Democratic merbers have also suggested that the tour include the 
Bai Bang paper mill in North Vietnam, which is one of the biggest Swedish 
aid projects. 


The Foreign Affairs Committee, which deals with foreign aid, has never 
visited Bai Bang. 


Carl Bildt, Margaretha af Ugglas and Sture Korpas absolutely refuse to go 


to Bai Bang and want to visit Malaysia and Singapore instead. That would 
be more of a foreign policy than an aid policy tour. 
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The entire committee will now have to get involved in the itinerary dispute. 
It is likely that a majority will support the inclusion of Bai Bang. 


For many years, the Conservatives have criticized the Bai Bang aid project, 
saying it is too expensive. 


8952 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


BRIEFS 


HUNGARIAN AID--Hanoi, 19 Mar (VNA)--A ceremony to receive aid from the Hungarian 
solidarity committee was held here today by the Vietnam Committee for Solidarity 
and Friendship With Other Peoples (VCSFOP). Hungarian Ambassador Josef Vargas 
made a token presentation to Tran Buy Hung, member of the Presidium of the VCSFOP. 
Tran Duy Hung expressed his gratitude to the Hungarian solidarity committee and 
the Hungarian people for their support and assistance to the Vietnamese people. 
He said that the aid would be sent to the population of the northwestern 

province of Lai Chau. The aid consists of 45 tons of goods including medicine, 
medical appliances, canned food and textiles. [Summary] [0W191631 Hanoi VNA 

in English 1450 GMT 19 Mar 84 OW] 


NGUYEN HUU THO TO FRANCE--Hanoi, 22 Mar (AFP)--The president of the Vietnamese 
National Assembly, Nguyen Huu Tho, will pay an official visit to France 

16-21 April, French sources said here today. The visit, at the invitation of 
the speaker of the French National Assembly, Louis Mermaz, will be the first 
by Mr Tho, the former president of the National Liberation Front of the now 
defunct South Vietnam, the sources added. Meanwhile French deputy minister for 
cooperation and development Christian Nucci is to visit Vietnam 18-20 April, 
the same sources said. [Text] [BK221626 Hong Kong AFP in English 1611 GMT 

22 Mar 84} 


SRV-INDIA FRIENDSHIP ASSOCLATLON--Hanoi, 23 Mar (VNA)--The Executive Committee 
of the Vietnam-India Friendship Association held an enlarged session here today 
to review its achievements last year and work out its program of action for 1984, 
The session was attended by Dr Dang Hoi Xuan, minister of public health and 
president of the association, representatives of the Vietnam Committee for 
Solidarity and Friendship With Other Peoples, the Foreign Ministry and other 
officials. At the meeting, Dr Dang Hoi Xuan reported on his successful visit 

to India last month. [Text] [OW231822 Hanoi VNA in English 1608 GMT 23 Mar 84] 


FRELGHT SHIPPING ROUTE WITH GDR--Hanoi, 24 Mar (VNA)--The Max Reich Piersch ship 
loaded with 10,000 tons of merchandise including trucks and other commodities left 
Rostock Harbour of the German Democratic Republic bound for Vietnam Wednesday, 
inaugurating the first marine transport route between the GDK and Vietnam. The 
route was established under a maritime transport cooperation agreement signed in 
Hanoi in February 1984 between the two Ministries of Transport. This year, 
Rostock plans to handle 82,000 tons of commodities in bilateral goods exchanges. 
[Text] [O0W240747 Hanoi VNA in English 0711 GMT 24 Mar 84] 
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NAKASONE CHINESE VISIT--Mentioning the Japanese prime minister's visit to China, 
today's NHAN DAN says: Nakasone immediately met Chinese Premier Zhao Ziyang and 
in a sincere and friendly manner exchanged views on international issues and 
bilateral relations with him. AFP reported that during the talks Nakasone and 
Zhao shared nearly identical views on every issue. Zhao brazenly said that the 
Soviet Union is the main threat to China and frankly explained the Nakasone that 
Beijing sympathizes with Japan's so-called worry about the Soviet Union. Zhao and 
Nakasone agreed that their stand toward Vietnam and the Kampuchean problem were 
identical. This means that they agreed to continually implement the plot of 
enveloping and weakening Vietnam and of supporting the Khmer reactionaries to oppose 
the Kampuchean people's revival. Zhao was elated at Tokyo's decision to invite 
the leader of the genocidal regime disguised as the coalition of Democratic 
Kampuchea to Japan in May. [Text] [BK260947 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0400 GMT 25 Mar 84] 


FRENCH COMMUNIST PRESS DELEGATION—Hanoi, 29 Mar (VNA)--The French Communist 

press delegation led by Francois Hilsum, member of the Central Committee of the 
French Communist Party, deputy managing editor of L'HUMANITE and chief editor of 
HUMANITE DIMANCHE, left Hanoi this moming, concluding its 12-day visit to Vietnam. 
At a press conference here yesterday afternoon Francois Hilsum said he had been 

able to see many aspects of Vietnamese life and at all places the delegation visited 
it could see the same optimism, openmindedness and hospitality of the Vietnamese 
people. He added that the big achievements of the Vietnamese people are an eloquent 
demonstration of the correctness of the line, orientations and policies adopted 

by the Communist Party of Vietnam. He promised, once back home, to tell the French 
people of the truth about Vietnam in order to counter the disinformation and 

columny campaign directed against Vietnam by the imperialists and rightists which 

is also directed against the French Communist Party and other progressive people 

in France. He added that the warm reception given him and his colleagues by 

Pham Van Dong, To Huu, Hoang Tung, Vo Nguyen Giap and other leading Vietnamese 
leaders are vivid demonstrations of the traditional friendship which has long bound 
the French and Vietnamese communists, a friendship which President Ho Chi Minh has 
directly built up and cultivated. [Text] [0W292001]1 Hanoi VNA in English 1627 GMT 

29 Mar 84} 


LAST RESPECTS TO SEKOU TOURE--Hanoi, 29 Mar (VNA)--The Vietnamese State Council 
and the Council of Ministers on March 28 decided to send Vietnamese ambassador 

to Guinea La Kinh as special envoy of Vietnam to the funeral of President 

Sekou Toure to be held in Conakry on March 30. On March 28, La Kinh laid a wreath 
at the coffin of the late president and made this entry in the mourners’ book: 
homage to President Sekou Toure who has devoted his whole life to the revolution 
for the national independence, freedom and happiness of the Guinean people and 
rendered great services to the friendship between the Guinean and Vietnamese 
people." [Text] [0W292051 Hanoi VNA in English 1621 GMT 29 Mar 84) 


HUNGARIAN AMBASSADOR PRESS CONFERENCE--Hanoi, 29 Mar (VNA)--Hungarian Ambassador 
Jozsef Varga called a press conference here today on the occasion of the 

39th national day of the Hungarian People's Republic (April 4). The Hungarian 
diplomat highlighted the inspiring achievements recorded by the Hungarian people 
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in national construction and defense during the past 39 years and their great 
efforts to achieve the objectives set forth at the 12th congress of the 
Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party. Jozsef Varga took this opportunity to 
exalt the friendship and fraternal cooperation between the two parties, govern- 
ments and peoples of Vietnam and Hungary. [Text] [0W292027 Hanoi VNA in English 
1540 GMI 29 Mar 84] 


DELEGATION TO USSR, CEMA MEETING--Hanoi, 18 Mar (VNA)--A delegation of Vietnam's 
=t9te Planning Commission recently visited the Soviet Union and a number of other 
- ¢\alisc countries, and attended the 32d conference of the Committee for 
Cooperation in Planning Activities of the Council for Mutual Economic Aid (CEMA). 
The delegation was led by Vo Van Kiet, Political Bureau member of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers and 
chairman of the State Planning Commission. It was seen off by To Huu, Political 
Bureau member of the party Central Committee, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers; Hoang Qui, minister, vice chairman of the State Planning Commission; 
and other officials. Also present were Soviet ambassador to Vietnam B.N. Chaplin, 
Hungarian Ambassador Jozsef Varga, and Bulgarian Ambassador Filip V. Markov. 
[Text] [OW181602 Hanoi VNA in English 1548 GMT 18 Mar 84] 


WAR CRIMES IN 1979 INVASION--The March 1984 issue of the Vietnamese TAP CHI CONG 
SAN journal points out: The victory of Vietnamese soldiers and civilians over 
the Chinese expansionists in their war of aggression against Vietnam in 

February 1979 was a high point in the great victories of the Vietnamese nation. 
It points out: The crimes committed by the Chinese aggressor troops were too 
humerous to be recorded. They destroyed villages, looted, slaughtered Vietnamese 
border residents who were mostly old people, women and children, destroyed 
factories, bridges, hospitals, schools, and other public welfare facilities, which 
were all most shameful acts. The war of aggression against Vietnam launched by 
the Chinese expansionist clique resulted in despicable defeats politically, 
militarily, and diplomatically. They revealed their ugly reactionary character 
before the world's people. They betrayed socialism, destroyed the revolutionary 
fruits of the Chinese people, and caused China to lose all its international 
prestige. They betrayed their friends and collaborated with U.S. imperialism 
and the reactionary forces. The TAP CHI CONG SAN reiterates: The Vietnamese 
people are determined to strengthen the special unity between Vietnam, Laos, 

and Kampuchea, check China's expansion in Southeast Asia, and make their due 
contributions to world revolution. [Text] |OW181057 Hanoi International Service 
in Mandarin 1130 GMT 17 Mar 84) 


PHAM VAN DONG ON USSR EARTHQUAKE--Today, Comrade Pham Van Dong, chairman of 
the SRV Council of Ministers, sent the following message to Comrade Tikhonov, 
chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers: We have learned with emotion that 
the earthquake on the night of 19 March caused great losses to a number of 
populous areas in the Soviet Socialist Republics of Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Tadzhikistan. I would like to convey to you, comrade, and through you to 
the people of the affected areas the cordial regards and profound sympathy 
of the people and government of the SRV. [Text] |BK271701 Hanoi Domestic 
Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 26 Mar 84} 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


HANOI REVIEWS ISSUE NO 3 OF TAP CHI CONG SAN 
OW221936 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1000 GMT 18 Mar 84 
[Review of Issue No 3 1984 of TAP CHI CONG SAN] 


{Excerpts} On the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the launching of the war 
of aggression by the Chinese hegemonic expansionists, TAP CHI CONG SAN carries 

an editorial entitled: "Uphold Vigilance, Defend the Fatherland." The editorial 
points out: Although they sustained ignominious defeat in their war of aggres- 
sion against Vietnam in early 1979, the reactionaries among the Chinese rulers 
have not given up their plot of invading our country. 


In its rubric: "Study on the Laws of Socialist Revolution and Socialist Con- 
struction,” this month's issue of TAP CHI CONG SAN carries Quyet Tien's article: 
“Establish Proletarian Dictatorship in One Form or Another.” The article analyzes 
the (?quality), class character, function, popularized tasks, and different forms 
of proletarian dictatorship. It points out that the necessity for establishing 
proletarian dictatorship lies in the fact that it is a very sharp tool of 

the working class and laboring people to carry out socialist transformation and 
socialist construction; repress the resistance by exploitative classes that have 
been overthrown; overcome the trend toward spontaneous capitalism of small 
producers; organize, educate, and bring large numbers of laboring people onto 

the path of building a new society, new economy, new culture, and new-type 
socialist men; and at the same time to struggle in defense of the Vietnamese 
socialist fatherland. 


Next is Le Xuan Vu's article entitled: "Vitality of a Community With 4,000 Years 
of Civilization,” introducing a (?book) on Vietnamese literature, which includes 
three parts: the |words indistinct] literature under the Ly and Tran Dynasties, 
the folk literature of the Vietnamese people, and the folk literature of fraternal 
ethnic minority nationalities, published by the Social Science Publishing House. 


The month's issue of TAP CHI CONG SAN also carries Tran Dac's article entitled: 


"Through a Number of Vietnamese Story Films in 1983." The article reviews a 
number of story films made in 1983. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


PHAM HUNG ADDRESSES 1984 INSPECTION CONFERENCE 
OW230145 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1000 GMT 21 Mar 84 
[From the Press Review] 


[Text] Today's issue of NHAN DAN publishes an address by Comrade Pham Hung, 
Political Bureau member of the party Central Committee and vice chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, at the 1984 conference of the inspection sector. The 
address points out the task of the inspection sector, and evaluates its status 
and work over the past year. 


Comrade Pham Hung stressed: Though elated by our past achievements and progress, 
we must be aware that our responsibilities are very heavy, important, and 
difficult. Therefore, we must make greater efforts in the study and understanding 
of the line and policies of the party and the state, and apply them to our 
inspection work. We must strive to build the inspection sector into a clean, 
steady, strong, objective, accurate, and upright one; further raise the cadre 
body's knowledge and work capability, and closely coordinate with other sectors 
and collectives in order to further step up the inspection sector's activities, 
and to better fulfill the tasks entrusted by the party and the state. In our 
advance, we should realize, not only our achievements and progress, but also our 
shortcomings and weaknesses which must be overcome, and we should continue to 
develop new factors and progress. This is the way to implement the resolution 
of the fourth party Central Committee plenum, with the spirit of self-criticism 
and criticism regarding our work. The inspection sector will surely achieve new 
progress and successes in 1984 and 1985. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


NGUYEN ©O THACH INTERVIEW WITH VNA 
BK261632 Hong Kong AFP in English 1438 GMT 26 Mar 84 


{Text] Hanoi, 26 Mar (AFP)--Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach said in 
an interview published here today that he had found a tendency towards dialogue 
in Southeast Asia during his recent diplomatic foray. 


In lengthy interview with the Vietnam News Agency, Mr Thach stated that Vietnam 
was willing to discuss the Cambodian problem alone outside an overall regional 
context, but maintained that the elimination of the "Pol Pot clique” was the key 
to any Cambodian settlement. 


Mr Thach returned Jate last week from visits to Indonesia, Australia and Thailand. 
He met leaders in the first two countries, but cancelled a meeting with Thai 
Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila in Bangkok, Mr Thach told his interviewer that 
he had called off the meeting because he had caught a cold in Australia. He said 
that he was pleased to have noted a “tendency towards dialogue” in Southeast Asia. 


In the interview, Mr Thach said that Hanoi, like Canberra, considered any solution 
“leading to peace and stability in Southeast Asia” should include the following 
elements: 


-~-Withdrawal of Vietnamese forces from Cambodia, where Hanoi currently has 
between 150,000 to 170,000 troops. 


--Elimination of “Pol Pot and his accomplices, both as political and military 
forces” and the establishment of "A zone of security on the two sides of the 
Thai-Cambodian frontier." 


--Assured security for the frontiers of Indochina, “which takes in that between 
China and Vietnam, China and Laos and Thailand and Laos." 


--The holding of free elections in Cambodia after “the elimination of Pol Pot 
and his consorts." 


-~All that was agreed should be subject to international guarantee and control. 


The chief Vietnamese diplomat rejected any four-party government in Cambodia as 
was recently suggested by Chinese Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian. 
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According to the Beijing official, such a government should comprise the parti- 
sans of Prince Norodom Sihanouk, nationalist leader Son Saun and the Khmer Rouge-- 
who are all allied in the democratic Kampuchea coalition--and the Vietnewese-backed 
Government in Phnom Penh. 


Mr Thach said that accepting such a coalition would be a “very dangerous precedent” 
which would allow China to demand the participation of pro-Chinese elements in 
other governments in Southeast Asia. According to Mr Thach, these who took part 

in the “so-called coalition government™ should be considered the accomplices of 

Pol Pot. 


Pol Pot is the iormer Khmer Rouge leader who has now disappeared from the limelight 
and is serving as commander of the Khmer Rouge guerr!iias which claim to have been 
increasingly active in Cambodia in recent months. 


Mr Thach told the agency that since the Khmer Rouge was ousted in early 1979, more 
than 150,000 people had rallied to the new regime in Phnom Penh and had nad "their 
civic rights restored.” 


The Vietnamese minister did not rule out the possibility that there might be no 
prompt solution to the problem of Cambodia. But he added that would not prevent 
Cambodia from developing in a “successful manner as we have seen over the past 
five years.” He said that Vietnam would continue to make annual troop withdrawals 
from Cambodia as it had said it would in February 1983. 


"In five years, the so-called Cambodian problem will not exist," Mr Thach said. 


He told the agency that his meeting with Air Chief Marshal Sitthi had been 
postponed to a later date because of his indisposition. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


NHAN DAN HAILS YOUTH UNLON ANNIVERSARY 
BK280207 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 25 Mar 84 


{26 March NHAN DAN Editorial: "Youths Must Exercise Their Collective Mastery 
and Must Have a Sense of Revolutionary Offensive To Build and Defend the 
Socialist Fatherland" ] 


{Text] Our party has always paid attention to the motivation of youths, regarding 
this as a strategic problem of the revolution. President Ho Chi Minh advised: 
Training future revolutionary generations is a very important and necessary task. 
Under the party's glorious banner, many of the younger generation are undergoing 
training, making sacrifices, and maturing. They are making worthy contributions 
to the nation's revolutionary cause. 


In the past, they have enthusiastically volunteered to join the struggle for 
national salvation. Today, they are creatively making their assaults on the 

fronts of building socialism and defending the socialist fatherland. In compliance 
with a program for creative labor and for the practice of thrift, many youths who 
are office and manual workers have held high their determination to overcome 
difficulties, trying to fulfill the state plan. 


Youths working at various key construction projects or for key economic sectors 

and those branches and trades requiring high scientific and technical knowledge-- 
especially those youths belonging to various branches such as capital construction, 
mine exploitation, underground tunneling, operating heavy-duty trucks and mechanical 
shovels, exploration for natural resources, forestry, and sea fishery--are striving 
day and night to overcome countless difficulties and hardships and have set up 

many new records in labor. 


Rural youths are implementing the youths’ slogan for making assaults on the grain 
production front and for achieving comprehensive agricultural development. 
Prominently, they are participating in the emulation movement to carry out inten- 
sive cultivation, overfulfill production norms, well more goods to the state, 
deposit money in savings banks, improve scientific and technical knowledge and 
economic management skills, take the lead in efforts to carry out socialist 
transformation in agriculture, do farmlend irrigation work, produce fertilizer, 
maintain specialized work teams, apply technical advances in production, and 
participate in the building of various new economic zones and new socialist 

rural areas. 
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On the distribution and circulation front, youths have made great effort to parti- 
cipate in market management and in the fight against illegal dealings. Many youths 
have become brave fighters on the national defense security front defeating the 
enemy's multifaceted war of sabotage, in particular those soldiers who are 

standing firmly at various forward outposts of the fatherland or are performing 
their glorious intermational obligations in the fraternal countries of Laos and 
Kampuchea. 


The more the area where our youths stay is beset with difficulties, hardships, and 
ordeals, the more clearly their good qualities will be reflected. In the fields 

of science, technology, culture, education, literature, and arts, there also exists 
many typical collectives and individuals and promising youthful talents. 


We are pleased at the many improvements and outstanding achievements of youths 
nationwide. The Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union and the majority of our country's 
youths have demonstrated that they are worthy of the party's trust and that they 

can live up to the glorious mandate of serving as a revolutionary assault force 
assigned to them by the party. 


However, the motivation of youths has not yet been fully realized in the party 
and in the entire system of proletarian dictatorship. Nothing has been done to 
concretize the party lines on youth activities by formulating specific policies. 
Many party committee echelons and grassroots-level party organizations have 
relaxed their leadership and education of youths. They have assigned the youth- 
related task to the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union without supervision. Many 
localities have disregarded the youths’ right to collective mastery. Not a few 
party cadres and members have failed to set good examples for youths to follow 

or have adopted feudalist, and conservative tendencies when it comes to evaluating 
and dealing with various youth-related problems. 


Guiding methods for youth-related activities have been slowly renovated, the 
youths’ collective mastery has not yet been strongly developed, and many problems 
regarding youths’ material and cultural life have not yet been appropriately 
considered and tackled at a time when the enemy is capitalizing on our negligence 
and our socioeconomic difficulties to sabotage the ideology of our youths and 
their way of life. 


Considering the above situation, it is noted that there remain a number of short- 
comings and deficiencies among youths. The political knowledge of a number of 
youths and their sense of social responsibility have not yet been improved. 

Many erroneous conceptions about the relations between contributions and benefits 
and about question of life-style have not yet been corrected. A number of youths 
have shown a drop in their fighting determination, while some others have been 
spoiled. 


In the light of the lines set forth at the Fifth Party Congress and the many 
resolutions of the CPV Central Committee, the young generation in the country 
is joining with the entire people in striving to struggle to successfully build 
socialism, firmly defend the socialist fatherland, and fulfill intemational 
obligations. 





The youth-related task for the period ahead must be aimed at enhancing and 
renovating party leadership, fostering the uniform strength of the proletarian 
dictatorial system and of the entire society, developing the socialist collective 
mastery of youths and their role as a revolutionary strike force, and closely 
combine all situations to educate, train, and turn youths into new men who are 
capable of working toward achieving collective mastery, who love the socialist 
fatherland, who have a pure spirit of proletarian intermationalism, and who 

are comprehensively developed. 


It is necessary to truly care for the youths’ material and spiritual life, build 
the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union into a steadfast one, positively rally 
youths into various organizations of the socialist regime, create a new momentum 
and new vitality for the youth movement, successfully carry out the three 
revolutions, and step up national construction and defense. 


The above guidelines address a series of urgent problems for the youth-related 
task--an extremely important task. The youth-related task constitutes the 
responsibility, the around-the-clock concem, and the heavy mandate of our entire 
party and people, of the entire society, and of each family. 


Caring for, educating, training, and nurturing the young generation are revolution- 
ary tasks of vital significance for the future of our country and our party. It 
is necessary to intensify our efforts to provide political, ideological, ethical, 
and lifestyle-related indoctrination to youths and care for their material and 
spiritual life; to pay attention to providing educational, professional, military, 
and physical training to younger generations; and to develop the collective 
mastery of youths and the political role of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union 
in its implementation of various revolutionary tasks in order to enable this 

youth union to become a mass organization next to the party, an effective helper, 
a strategic reserve brigade of the party, a vanguard combat brigade, a nucleus for 
uniting youths, and a handler for teenagers and children. 


It is necessary to unite and rally all youths into various social organizations 
to enable youths to undergo training, make sacrifices, and mature. It is neces- 
sary to pay attention to caring for and educating backward youths, trying to 
help them become useful citizens in society. Enhancing and renovating the 
party's leadership and guidance for the youth-related task are decisive factors 
in ensuring the successful implementation of youth-related guidelines and tasks 
for the new stage. 


The entire party must profoundly realize the party's youth-related guidelines, 
views, orientation, and tasks in the cause of socialist revolution and national 
defense and must effect a vigorous change in the thinking of party cadres and 
members about the position and importance of the youth-related task. It is 
necessary to strive to improve the youth propaganda task of and build a pattem 
of leadership over youth-related activities for various party committee echelons 
and grassroots-level party organizations and to link the development of youth 
unions with the party building. 
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Station organs must ensure and develop the collective mastery of youths in 
socioeconomic management and must formulate plans to closely cooperate with 
and provide assistance to the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union in all fields 
of activities. All mass organizations, sociai organizations, and families 
have direct responsibility for the cause of training and educating the younger 
generation. 


Fostering their sense of collective mastery and their role as a revolutionary 
strike force, let our youth wiion members and nonunion youths enthusiastically 
surge forward to take the lead in the movement to carry out boisterous, practical, 
and effective revolutionary actions and to fulfill the tasks of building and 
defending the socialist fatherland in order to be worthy of being a young 
generation of the Ho Chi Minh era. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


OUTSTANDING YOUTHS HONORED IN HANOI 
BK251055 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Our Voice of Vietnam correspondents report that today, in coordination 
with the ministries of national defense and interior, the Ho Chi Minh Communist 
Youth Union Central Committee Secretariat held in Hanoi a get-together of out- 
standing youths in support of the fatherland's forward outposts. Attending 

the get-together were 100 delegates who are youths belonging to the people's 
army and the people's public security forces and youths and teenagers of both 
sexes who have scored achievements in combat, combat support, labor, and study 
from the border provinces, off-shore islands, the Central Highlands, and from 
international duty. 
Present at the get-together of outstanding youths in support of the fatherland's 
forward outposts were Le Auang Dao, secretary of the party Central Committee; 
Huynh Tan Phat, chairman of the VFF Central Committee Presidium and vice chairman 
of the Council of State; Vu Mao, member of the party Central Committee and first 
secretary of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union Central Committee; and many 
representatives of the Ministry of National Defense, the Ministry of Interior, 
the party Central Committee's Proselytizing and Propaganda and Training Depart- 
ments, and the Central Committees of the Vietnam Women's Union and VCTU. 


In his talk to the youths, Comrade Le Quang Dao analyzed the achievements already 
recorded by the people throughout our country in national construction and defense. 
He stressed that the duty of our youths at present is to forge for themselves the 
determination to fight and win over the enemy, achieve army-people solidarity, 
unite the various nationalities, and at the same time study hard to improve their 
knowledge. 


In his speech at the get-together of outstanding youths in support of the father- 
land's forward outposts, Comrade Vu Mao, after praising the youths of various 
nationalities and of the armed forces for their achievements in combat, combat 
support, labor, production, and stabilizing the living conditions over the past 

5 years, also pointed out specifically that each youth union member and each 
teenager and child throughout the country must do a practical deed in support 

of the fatherland's forward outposts. 


At the get-together, collectives and individuals typical of the youths’ acsault 
movement reported on their specific activities aimed at joining the armed forces 

and people throughout the country in defeating the multifaceted war of sabotage 
waged by the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists. The Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth 
Union Central Committee presented the “heroic youth in defense of the fatherland" 
medal to various outstanding collectives and individuals. 
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AGRICULTURE 


SWEDISH REPORTER FINDS BOTH ARMY, ECONOMIC CRISIS GROWING 

Manpower Shortage in Agriculture 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 26 Feb 84 p 9 
[Article by Sven Oste] 


[Text] When the big war ended, the men were supposed 
to return to their villages. That is what normally 
happens; that is peace. But another war broke out, 

a so-called small war, and no big peace. Today, more 
men than ever are gone from Dai Lai; half of the 
village's male population is in the arny. 


That figure came up after we had talked for an hour about rice crops, the 
winter cold, fertilizers, the State's demand for money, cycles, indeed, 
Life in the village as a whole. We were seated at a wooden table, shin- 
m wear and marked by a lot of burned spots, inside the brick building 
ich serves as headquarters for the village of Dai Lai within the coopera- 
tive of Phu Xuan in the district of Vu Thu within the province of Thai 
Binh in northern Vietnam. 


Through a window we glimpsed rice fields and a row of women bent over, 
moving slowly across a field of water. They were plantin, spring rice, 
me plant at a time, alone a cord stretched across the fieid of water. 
Someone at the table said it was only 7 degrees above freezing. That 
was dangerous; if the temperature dropped another few degrees it would 
be too cold to plant; if it dropped another few degrees the plants would 
die. 


Life Statistics 


Through the doorway we could see a graveyard and a multitude of graves. 
There lay a hundred U.S. bomb victims, among them 39 children, who died 
one fall day in 1967. On that day, the village was shattered by two U.S. 
bombers, and that was the first time I came to Dai Lai. Since then, I 
have returned about every other year after the war ended in 1975, knowing 
for certain that I am the only stranger to visit Dai Lai. It is no model 
village, no show-window selected for journalists by any bureaucrat in Hanoi. 
The selection was made by a few U.S. pilots. 
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Year after year, it has been the same table, the same men--and life statis- 
tics, year after year. 


We began talking about the number of workers in the rice fields this winter. 
One reason for the manpower shortage is that many men have been drafted. 


“Altogether, 700 men are gone; they are serving their country in the armed 
forces." 


"A total of 700? Out of a population of about 5,000 adults and children?" 


Nguyen Ngoc Chi, the spokesman for the cooperative, became irritated. 
He does not approve of anyone doubting his figures. Statistics are 
his job. 


Gigantic Stone 


We went back to previous years' figures. The interpreter translated and 
vrote down each figure on a piece of paper. Some 4 years ago, the coopera- 
tive consisted of 7,200 persons and, at that time, 437 men were listed as 
draftees. He himself had given me these figures. We had been sitting 

at the same table, facing each other, like now. 


Since then, two villages had been transferred from their cooperative, Phu 
Xuan, to another, leaving them with fewer people, a total of 5,320, this 
winter of 1984. And, he had just told me that. 


"In spite of that, however, there is supposed to be a lot more draftees?" 
"There are 700." 


This weighty statistic fell on the table and lay there securely like a 
gigantic stone. 


We checked other figures, the proportion of children to adults, men to 
women, old and new statistics as well as the number of soldiers killed-- 
190--in the war with the United States. The result of the equation was 
that 600 to 700 men, ages 16 to 60, were gone, i.e. drafted. Chi was 
satisfied; this would probably put a stop to our doubting his figures. 


Far Away 


This means that 13 percent of the cooperative's members are gone, that 

50 percent of all adult males are gone. And since 50 youth are drafted 
annually, the total figure of 700 means that whoever becomes a soldier 

may be away more than 10 years. Away means far away so that a soldier 

is unable to get home every or every cther weekend, like a Swedish con- 
script. 
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The problem came up again that evening when I met with Nguyen Van Vong, 

a Thai Binh provincial leader. At first he dismissed all questions about 
how many men from this province are in service. This is a military matter, 
hence a confidential figure. This is also the standard answer one gets 

at the top level of the Hanoi government. 


Gradually, however, he opened up some. About 100,000 men have been called 
into service, i.e. more than six percent of the province's 1.5 million 
population. 


It seems plausible that the percentage is twice as high here in farming 
villages like Dai Lai. Here there are no factory workers, public officials, 
students, etc.--i.e. groups that are obviously spared military service 
entirely or in part. Farmers are the first to be drafted, which was also 
the case in Sweden when we were a developing country. 


Working Brigades 


One might expect that the pattern in Thai Binh--where six percent of the 
population are drafted--is repeated in other provinces as well. Hence, 
one might conclude that in northern Vietnam alone there are about 2 
million men in uniform. Surely, mobilization cannot be that extensive 
in southern Vietnam--which we used to call South Vietnam. 


Obviously, this means an increase compared to a few years ago. But it 
does not mean that Vietnam is now in the process of raising million-men 
armies along its borders. 


In Vietnam, military units are used for building bridges, road work, 
construction jobs, harvesting etc. Yes, everywhere--the army is the 
State's gigantic working brigade. The economic crisis has now become 
more severe--with state treasury funds running low, tremendous inflation 
and disappointing work ethics. Under the circumstances, it is not sur- 
prising that the Hanoi government has increased the army and assigned 

it even greater tasks. 


But what is happening out in the villages, where 50 percent of the men 
are gone, year after year? What does it do to the social pattern? The 
result is a society crippled even more than during the big war years. 


Difficult Years 


So many men are gone while the work keeps growing. "The contract system" 
has been in effect since spring 1981. Rice fields have been divided among 
families; each family is responsible for a few thousand square meters of 
the cocperative's land. 


Like before, certain tasks are being handled by a cooperative working 

group, such as plowing, with men behind oxen and plows, never women. But 
individuals are responsible for tasks that require the most effort, such 

as planting, weeding and harvesting. They are primarily--and increasingly-- 
the responsibility of women. 








The farmer must give the cooperative a certain predetermined share of the 
yield from these rice fields. That has been “contracted.” But what is 
left over, the farmer and his family can keep or sell on the free market. 


Party leaders in Hanoi decided upon this reform after a number of difficult 
years. 1980 was a catastrophic year for the Phy Xuan cooperative with 

the worst harvest in 10 years--only 4.6 tons of rice per hectare. By 
implementing the new system, they would get farmers to work harder on the 
cooperative land because the surplus would benefit their own pockets. 


Now rice production was to be increased 15 to 20 percent in northern Vietnan, 
stimulated by farmers’ “interest in profits." Yes, they even used words 
like “profit incentive.” 


New Bicycles 


The calculations held in Dai Lai--as long as nature cooperated. In 1982, 
there were record spring and fall rice yields, 6.4 tons per hectare. The 
contract was for 5 tons; the surplus--"the profit"--was 1.4 tons per hectare. 


Everybody around the table in the brick building wanted to talk about that 
year. For them, things had been better than ever then. One had enough 
money for a bicycle, another a new roof. 


In 1983, the contract was raised to 5.2 tons. The spring harvest was 

exceptional and, with a normal fall yield, they might have gotten 7.2 

tons per hectare. That would have meant many new bicycles and roofs. 

But the flood from a typhoon last October extensively damaged the ripe 
grain. The annual yield was only 5.8 tons per hectare. 


That was not much more than had been contracted and they did not get any 
bicycles. 


The contract has been raised again in 1984 to 5.5 tons. Members of the 
cooperative were supposed to have reached that decision at a meeting. 


Gradually we learned that the proposal to raise the contract to 5.5 tons 
had come from the provincial party bosses. Indeed, that would mean even 
more rice for the State. 

"Can you say no to such a proposal? Has it ever been done?" 

There was silence around the table, for a long time. 

Cold Wave 

Chi, the spokesman for the cooperative, lighted a cigarette although there 


was already a newly lighted one in the ashtray. Someone kindly pointed 
out to me that my tea was getting cold. It had been cold for an hour. 
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"With a good spring harvest and no typhoons this fall, we can still make 
a good profit. We can reach 7.5 tons," said Chi. 


"But it will be a hard year with so many of our men gone,” Chi stressed. 
"It means even more work for our women.” 


The other leaders around the table, all men, nodded. 
P.S. A few weeks later we heard reports of falling temperatures, a cold 


wave in the coastal provinces. That might have killed the spring rice 
plants in Dai Lai. 














Children Seriously Undernourished 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 29 Feb 84 p 12 
[Article by Sven Oste] 


[Text] The Swedish children's hospital in Hanoi has assumed an unprece- 
dentedly important role. This is an indisputable fact--but it can also 
be said that serious mistakes were made when the hospital was built. 


lt was a mistake to erect a tall building and it was a mistake to install 
so many windows across the front of it. That makes the patient wards 
incredibly warm, up to 40 degrees Fahrenheit, during the summer months. 


The head of the children's hospital, Dr Nguyen Thu Nhan, summed up the 
blunders. After spending an hour proudly summarizing all that had been 
accomplished in the few years since the hospital was built, he calmly and 
matter-of-factly talked about the disadvantages. 
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Magnificent Building 


He did not want to say who was responsible for the mistakes made in 
planning and building the hospital. The answer probably is that it was 
essentially due to a combination of Swedish ignorance about conditions 

in Vietnam and the Vietnamese desire for a magnificent building, somewhat 
similar to a modern western hospital. 


The children's hospital in Hanoi--with 400 beds--was opened in the fall 
of 1980. At that time, the total cost--including the Swedish-financed 
hospital in Uong Bi--was 300 million kronor. 


The children's hospital functions both as a hospital for patients pri- 
marily from northern Vietnam and as a research center for the care of sick 
children throughout Vietnam. 


Last year, 9,561 children were admitted to the hospital. Of these, 30 
percent were from Hanoi and the rest were referral cases from provincial 
hospitals. Infectious diseases were predominant--25 percent of the cases-- 
and the next largest group, 15 percent, was listed as suffering from 
metabolic problems or from malnutrition. 


Malnutrition 


An unprecedented number of cases suffered from malnutrition although it 
was listed as something else. 


"Some 80 percent of all the children admitted were undernourished, half 
of them seriously undernourished,” Dr Nhan stressed. 


"As far as infants were concerned, the reason is not starvation as a rule, 
but sheer ignorance,” he said. "Mothers want to go back to work when the 
child is only 2 months old so the baby no longer gets breast milk, but 
cows milk or rice soup.” 


Malnutrition was not as serious a problem during the years immediately 
after the end of the war in 1975. But beginning in 1977 there were a 
number of difficult years with catastrophic harvest failures as well as 
new wars in Cambodia and against China. 


Today a very high percentage of Vietnamese men are still in the army and 
the work tempo is also being stepped up in the rice fields. This means 
that women have to work even harder--and infants are more likely to be 
affected by the strain. 


"Rice soup instead of mother's milk is not catastrophic if you add fat," 
Dr Nhan stressed. "It is a matter of disseminating this information to 
village mothers, of combatting their ignorance." 
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The children's hospital also admits children with acute and common illnesses. 
Children from Hanoi are usually sent there. A total of 83,615 children 
were treated there in 1983. 


"The hospital has a staff of more than 700, which means that we have more 
personnel per patient than do other hospitals in Vietnam,” said Dr Nhan. 
But a hospital of that size in Sweden has twice the personnel. 


Hospitals in Vietnam renad~ the shortage of personnel by allowing parents 
or relatives to live in with the patients. During its first year of 
operation, the hospital administration challenged that tradition and 
closed the doors to parents. After pressure from Swedish advisers, how- 
ever, the old pattern is now being accepted again. 


But there are no parents on wards for very sick infants. Here another 
bit of reality is being reflected. The hospital does not have enough 
incubators; two infants often share the same incubator. 


To the extent possible, efforts are now being made to correct the mis- 
takes made in building “too sophisticated a hospital"--to use a 
bureaucratic phrase. 


The hospital now receives 11 million kronor annually in aid from Sweden, 
including nine Swedish experts. That constitutes only a small portion of 
Sweden's aid to Vietnam, which totals 365 million kronor annually until 
summer 1985. Of this amount, 150 million goes to the Bai Bang paper mil! 
and a large forest project in Vietnan. 


Out in the Country 


Hospitals and public health get about 55 million kronor in aid annually. 
But the emphasis has shifted away from the two Swedish hospitals to 
village health clinics. 


There have been so-called primary health clinics in northern Vietnam 
for several decades, but the shortage of health care facilities has become 
more obvious the last few years. 


l have visited a number of village and cooperative clinics in various 
provinces. They have always stressed the lack of drugs, the lack of 
medical equipment and the lack of money for personnel wages. There are 
growing complaints that medical personnel are underpaid in view of the 
steep inflation. In the last 2 years, prices have risen so sharply that 
public health employees cannot live on their wages. They, like other 
employees, must take a second job to earn more money in order to live-- 
resulting in less attention to their regular job. Everywhere, this has 
affected health care as well as the productivity in factories and govern- 
ment plants. 








Drugs 


Swedish aid to health care in Vietnam now includes almost 25 million kronor 
annually for drugs. Vietnam is now establishing its own drug factory 
and buying raw materials for the manufacture of drugs. 


A pilot project is also underway--in the district of Yen Hung near the 
Vong Bi hospital--directly aided by Swedish experts, aimed at developing 
health care facilities. Disease and malnutrition must be combatted on 
this basic level. But the prospects for progress depend largely on the 
economic development in Vietnam. An ongoing crisis means that a large 
amount of foreign aid to health care will be needed for a number of years 
to come if the Vietnamese are to maintain what has been achieved through 
efforts over the past 15 years. 
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